KINGSTON ST MARY
COMMUNITY PLAN 2017

Overview
The purpose of community planning is to capture the views of local residents and to produce a
forward-looking plan which will guide decision making and spending over the next ten years
(2017 onwards). The prospect of possible new housing development in the south of the Parish
(North Taunton) has added to the need for a comprehensive plan.
This Plan shows what residents value about living in Kingston St Mary, and demonstrates how
this information underpins recommendations for future activity to support our community. The
2017 Plan was developed by seeking the views of local residents. A series of public meetings
were held, 56% of households responded to a ten-part survey, and a detailed draft Community
Plan report was subject to consultation during February 2017.
A Community Plan Steering Group (CPSG) was set up in January 2016, as an independent
group of volunteers from the community. It works closely with the Parish Council, Local
Authority and other relevant public bodies, to ensure that recommendations are realistic,
workable and can be funded. The CPSG has included three Parish Councilors, plus seven
other volunteers, and has been supported by the Community Council for Somerset (CCS),
Somerset Youth & Community Service and funding from the Big Lottery’s Awards4All.
The Household Survey was undertaken in the summer of 2016, and since then the government
has confirmed the building of the new Hinkley reactor and designated Taunton as a Garden
Town. Both of these announcements may have implications for local housing, facilities, traffic
and our environment.
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Key action areas are grouped under three headings:

INFRASTRUCTURE

focuses on living in the Parish and separation from Taunton; traffic;

safe cycle and pedestrian routes into Taunton and around the Parish; housing; and water
course management.

ENVIRONMENT focuses on litter and fly tipping; dog mess and dog control; verges,
hedgerows and weed management; light and air pollution; and the potential for a community
orchard.

COMMUNITY LIFE

focuses on improvements to existing village facilities; public transport;

broadband and business; community assistance; youth services; crime; and potential new
facilities.
Since the Household Survey was completed, work has already begun to address some of the
areas identified above. However, the successful implementation of this plan depends on the
continuing contributions from volunteers throughout the Parish. For further information on how
to get involved, please see details on pages 18 and 19.

“Kingston St. Mary is a beautiful village to live in and offers a rare opportunity to preserve the
distinct culture of the region, and protect all that draws us to live here. We want to be proud
of our village and ensure tourists passing through the 'gateway to the Quantocks' see what
we all value so dear. We must preserve Kingston St. Mary for generations to come and that
must start now with a cohesive community plan that incorporates all aspects of village life
and views of its residents.”
Quote from the Household Survey

Terminology and Abbreviations used in this Plan
A4A:

Big Lottery Awards for All

PFC:

Playing Field Committee

CDS:

Connecting Devon and Somerset

SCC:

Somerset County Council

CPSG:

Community Plan Steering Group

TACC:

Taunton Area Cycling Campaign

KAPACC: Kingston Area Pedestrian and Cycle Campaign

TDBC:

Taunton Deane Borough Council

PC:

Kingston St Mary Parish Council

TSIMS:

Taunton School International Middle School

PCC:

Kingston St Mary Parochial Church Council

PCSO:

Police Community Support Officer

(The Grange)
VHC:

Village Hall Committee
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INFRASTRUCTURE
1.1 Living in the Parish
Nine out of ten people living in the Parish attach the highest
importance to the separation of Kingston St Mary Parish from
Taunton and the surrounding villages by fields and countryside.
This is closely aligned with an appreciation of the Parish’s rural
environment, easy access to the countryside, and predominantly
agricultural land use. Respondents also highly value the
community facilities (church, pub, school, village hall, playing field
and pavilion). New housing development plans for North Taunton
(Staplegrove) may be a threat to Kingston St Mary’s rural setting.
“The rural environment and separation from Taunton are both related to Kingston being

partly within the Quantock Hills AONB which provides such an important recreational
resource for residents. The expansion of Staplegrove threatens both the identity of Kingston
as a separate community and the quality of environment that the AONB represents.”
Quote from the Household Survey

RecommendaƟon:
•

Consider including separation from Taunton within a Neighbourhood Plan (see p19). This
would involve consultation and a community referendum and would mean that the
maintenance of separation of Kingston St Mary from Taunton would have to be considered
in future District and County Council development planning.

1.2 Traĸc, Cycling and Pedestrians
The volume and speed of traffic through Kingston St Mary, and the anticipated increase in
volume, are of paramount concern for a significant majority of the respondents to the Household
Survey.
Most villagers would like to see a 20mph speed restriction through the village of Kingston St
Mary. They would also like this to be extended to other areas of concern, such as Greenway
Road by the Primary School, Church Lane and Parsonage Lane.
Permanent flashing speed signs and/or average speed cameras and other traffic calming
measures were also suggested by a majority.
Pedestrian safety through the village centre is a serious concern and many would like a
pavement through the village.
Forty-seven percent would like to see low-level lighting at key points in the village e.g. along
Church Lane to the car-park.
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A significant number of respondents suggested a 40mph speed limit along the whole length of
the Kingston Road from Taunton to the village.
A sizeable majority would like to have off-road pedestrian and cycle routes joining Kingston St
Mary village with North Taunton. Having safe cycle routes around the parish itself is also
important to 2 in 3 households. A similar proportion would like to see more bridleways and
footpaths around the parish.

RecommendaƟons - Traĸc:
• Work with Somerset Highways Authority to assess the feasibility for:
− a safe pedestrian route through the Village.
− Traffic calming (with localised appropriate street

lighting if required.)
− a 20 mph speed restriction in some areas of the

Village.
− a 40 mph speed limit along the Kingston Road from

Taunton to the Village.
− low level lighting in Church Lane from the Village Hall to the Church car park.
• Work with the Police Community Support Officer to re-instate a speed watch scheme.
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RecommendaƟons - oī road routes and rights of way:
•

Launch and publicise a campaigning organisation to drive forward the wishes of the
community on safe off road routes for pedestrians and cyclists. Kingston Area Pedestrian
and Cycling Campaign (KAPACC) was established in early 2017 for this purpose, working
together with Taunton Area Cycling Campaign (TACC).
“Cycling into Taunton should be easy, not life-threatening on Kingston road. So dangerous
to commute on bike at the moment, but potentially would reduce traffic significantly if cycle
route improved.”
Quote from Household Survey

•

Work with TDBC and others to prioritise the installation of good
quality cycle/pedestrian routes within the development area of the
North Taunton (Staplegrove) urban development.

•

Seek a new off-road cycle/pedestrian route between Kingston St
Mary and Taunton.

•

Explore opportunities to extend the above routes to connect to quiet lanes around the
parish, using existing bridleways and ‘green lanes’.

•

Investigate the potential for new rights of way joining Buncombe, Lodes Lane and Church
Lane.
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1.3 Housing
Respondents wanted to see more affordable housing (58%); provision of low cost/starter
homes for purchase (48%); eco-housing (40%); retirement (36%) or sheltered housing (34%);
but 94% felt there was already enough or too much luxury housing.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Consider a Housing Needs survey to establish demand and feasibility of new housing
provision.

•

Consider including Housing needs within a Neighbourhood Plan.

1.4 Watercourse Management
Nearly half of respondents expressed dissatisfaction with the lack of adequate flood prevention
measures in the Parish. Many believe that not enough regular maintenance of gullies, drains,
drainage ditches and watercourses has been a direct cause of localised flooding within the
Parish. Recent works by the Highways Authority, local
landowners and volunteers has reduced the risk of future
problems, but a longer term strategy would be beneficial.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Identify flooding ‘hot spots’ and gain support of the
Environment Agency and other relevant bodies to
address problems and reduce the risk.

•

Work with organisations such as the South West
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group to model water
flows within the Parish and discuss potential solutions
with relevant landowners and farmers to reduce water
and soil run-off from the land into watercourses.
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ENVIRONMENT
2.1 LiƩer & Fly-Tipping
Half of households expressed a level of dissatisfaction with regards to litter and fly tipping.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Encourage greater monitoring of fly-tipping by TDBC.

•

Identify worst locations for litter and
fly-tipping & share results with
TDBC.

•

Publicise TDBC on-line contact
details and telephone numbers so
that residents can report litter and fly
-tipping directly.

•

Organise litter pick-up days led by
community volunteers.

2 .2 Dog Control and Dog Mess
Nearly half of households were unhappy with the amount of dog mess in parts of the Parish.
Two thirds of respondents feel that dogs should be excluded from the Playing Field.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Identify worst locations for dog fouling & share results with TDBC. Request Dog warden
patrols in worst locations.

•

Regular review of need for dog poo bins in appropriate
locations.

•

Publicise on-line contact details and telephone numbers so that
residents can report dog-fouling directly to TDBC.

•

Work with the Playing Field Committee (PFC) to re-instate ‘NO
DOGS’ notices at the entry points to the Playing Field, publicise
it in Link-Up magazine and investigate enforcement options.
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2.3 Verges, Hedgerows and Weed Management
Keeping the village tidy is important to many households: 43% said they were dissatisfied with
verge and hedgerow maintenance while 45% were unhappy about the lack of weed control
along pavements and roads.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Identify areas within the Parish where there are particular problems with weed control and
verge management.

•

Keep pavements clear of vegetation build up in autumn and winter.

•

Explore with the Parish Council if an enhanced service could be purchased from District/
County authorities or if local action to target problem areas can be taken by employing
contractors or involving volunteers.

•

Publicise a point of contact in LInk Up and on website so that residents can easily report
issues concerning verges and hedgerow management to the Parish Council.
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2.4 PolluƟon
Residents are satisfied with the perceived low levels of air pollution.
For the Parish as a whole, 80% of households say they are satisfied with the current low
levels of light pollution. Residents value dark skies at night and the rural feel of an unlit
village. However in areas where there is street lighting, there is considerable dissatisfaction:
53% of respondents are dissatisfied compared to only 17% in all other postcode areas.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Investigate the possibility of reducing levels of street lighting in Sawyers Leigh and/or
reducing hours of operation. Assess options available with SCC Highways Dept.

•

Possible options for reductions in lighting will be subject to a further survey of
households located in the relevant postcodes.

•
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Monitor and confirm levels of air quality in the village.

2.5 Community Orchard
Two thirds of respondents thought they would use a community orchard. Some residents saw
the creation of a community orchard as an initiative that would help conservation of heritage
and wildlife.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Map remnants of old orchards and green spaces where a new orchard might be
established.

•

Investigate possible sources of funding and support.

•

Look into costs of orchard establishment and purchase of community equipment (e.g.
juice extractors and apple presses).
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COMMUNITY LIFE
3.1 ExisƟng FaciliƟes
The Pub, the Village Hall, the Playing Field/Pavilion and the Spinney wood are considered the
most important facilities, closely followed by local businesses, St Mary’s Church, and the range
of village clubs and groups.
Most people are satisfied with the facilities and activities available within the village. However
the areas that people feel could be improved are:
•

additional sports facilities and better play equipment in the playing field

•

more activities for young people

•

greater use of the church building

•

parking around the village hall, and lighting between the hall and the church car park.
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RecommendaƟons:
•

Work with the Playing Field Committee (PFC) to develop a range of new sports facilities for
all age groups and to provide activities to benefit young people.

•

Work with the PFC to ensure that play equipment and Pavilion are maintained in good
condition.

•

Assist in sourcing additional funding for capital projects on the playing field.

•

Work with the Village Hall Committee (VHC) to ensure that the building continues to meet
the current and future needs of users.

•

Assist in sourcing additional funding opportunities for capital projects in the village hall,
including broadband connection.

•

In consultation with the Woodland Trust, provide nature-friendly top dressing to selected
Spinney footpaths to mitigate the impact of mud in the winter.

•

Liaise with the Parochial Church Council (PCC) to help deliver useable space for concerts,
music events, meetings, exhibitions, talks, social events and activities for young people in
the church building.
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3.2 PotenƟal New FaciliƟes
Two thirds of respondents would like a village shop,
possibly run by volunteers, while 2 in 5 respondents would
use a village café regularly, either weekly or more often.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Liaise with the PCC to develop a trial for a volunteerrun community café start up in St Mary’s church by
summer 2017.

•

Further research into the viability of a new village shop
should be considered.

3.3 Public Transport
Nearly all respondents own their own motor vehicle and use it on a daily or weekly basis, and
most households use 2 vehicles regularly.
Overall usage of public transport is low, with under 1 in 10 regularly using the bus service.
However, 23% of households think there is likely to be a change in their transport needs
meaning that they are more likely to use the bus service in future. The existing service level is
considered to be under threat as it is not commercially viable and depends on Somerset County
Council (SCC) support.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Liaise with Hatch Green and SCC over the level
of existing and future bus services.

•

Work to identify the needs of those who are
unable to drive or use public transport, and
research solutions.

•

Liaise with Wivey Link and other operators of
community transport services to plan for risk of
losing the bus service, and additional community
transport needs.
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3.4 Broadband & Business
Nine out of ten households use broadband for social, business and education purposes, but a
third are unhappy with the service provided.

Half the households have someone who works from home at least some of the time. A third of
households have someone who works from home on a daily or weekly basis; of those, 54% have
inadequate broadband. Other business requests include better mobile phone reception, access
to local communal office space with standard office equipment, and business space for rental.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Arrange for a broadband service provider to come to Kingston St Mary (i.e. the area of the
KSM exchange) to survey and quote for installations.

•

Technology can be used to create a ‘digital village’ by providing community based
applications such as::
−

group calendars

−

distributing Link Up online

−

communicating important messages

−

consultations

−

crisis management

−

supporting the vulnerable

−

Facebook groups, twitter, hashtags, etc.

•

Investigate the possibilities for a work hub or a less formal space to work/internet café.

•

Consider instigating a follow up survey of businesses and homeworkers to understand
their support needs and where that support might be sourced.
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3.5 Community Assistance
Over half of those living in the Parish do not require any assistance to manage their gardens,
homes, shopping, transport or daily tasks. Forty-six percent need assistance in at least one
of these activities, particularly with garden maintenance, household tasks or transport.
Those needing the most help are over 65.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Improve awareness of existing sources of support: maintain an up-to-date accessible
database of existing statutory and voluntary organisations available to those in need of
help.

•

Explore potential need for additional voluntary assistance, and the level of interest in
volunteering.

•

Liaise with relevant voluntary sector agencies to ensure that any local volunteer scheme
is run safely and efficiently for all involved parties (beneficiaries and volunteers). List
opportunities available within existing organisations for those wishing to volunteer.

•

Enhance opportunities for engagement within the local community by providing up-todate information about clubs and activities within the Parish.

•

Publicise and share opportunities to engage with local community events.

3.6 Crime
Less than a third of respondents are concerned about crime in the Parish.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Publicise our Police Community Support Officer’s contact details on the Kingston St Mary
website.
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3.7 Youth
The Household Survey and other youth
consultations highlighted the lack of
organised activities to engage 11-17 year
olds in the Parish, although pre-school age
children would largely appear to have their
needs met. Two pizza evenings were
organized, where young people confirmed
that there is not enough for them to do in the
local community, expressing sentiments
including boredom, isolation and loneliness.

RecommendaƟons:
•

Support the pilot youth club to test the viability of an ongoing Kingston St Mary Youth
Group

•

Explore the feasibility of opening the Kingston Club as a dedicated youth space.

•

Work with the Playing Field and Village Hall Committees to develop a range of new sports
facilities and activities to benefit young people.

•

Continue dialogue over opportunities for the local and boarding children (at The Grange)
to develop friendships.

“Whilst the school provides an excellent
range of after school clubs, as far as I'm
aware there is nothing else.”
“There is always a lot going on for older
residents but not always for the young
people in the area. Youth club?”
Quotes from Household Survey
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TranslaƟng Plans Into AcƟons
The successful implementation of this Plan depends on the continuing support of volunteers
throughout the parish. For information on how to get involved, please see below.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Cycling & Pedestrian
Safety:

Housing, Traffic, and
Separation from
Taunton

Kingston Area Pedestrian and Cycling Campaign (KAPACC) has been
launched to promote the need for safe off-road routes.
The group is supported by Taunton Area Cycle Campaign (TACC), which
has included our ideas in their strategy plan for Taunton.
The group is already in conversations with TDBC over possible solutions
for off-road routes through the North Taunton development site. Do you
want to join this active group?
Please email kapacc@kstm.uk or visit the KAPACC community facebook
page, @Kapacc1
These infrastructure issues will be addressed through consideration of a
Neighbourhood Plan (see page 19).

ENVIRONMENT
Litter and fly-tipping,
dog mess, verges,
hedgerows and weeds,
pollution

The Environment Group has been set up to monitor and organise
initiatives to clean-up our village environment. The first project was a litter
pick in March 2017. Anyone can join in - please email
cp-environment@kstm.uk to find out more or get involved

Community Orchard

Keen volunteers are needed to kick-start this project. If you ticked the box
on the Household Survey and are interested in getting involved please
email cp-orchard@kstm.uk

Why we might need a Neighbourhood Plan
A Community Plan (CP) sets out a community's vision for the next five years or more. It can
contain an action plan to move forward solutions to issues that were raised by the community,
and is formed from consultations and surveys. It provides the community with a voice, but it
remains ‘voluntary guidance’ to the community and has no statutory weight in local government.
A Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is a community-led framework for guiding the future
development, regeneration and conservation of an area. A Neighbourhood Plan is about the
use and development of land and may contain a vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for
improving the area or providing new facilities, or allocation of key sites for specific kinds of
development. A Neighbourhood Plan will be part of the statutory development plan for the area,
and so requires adoption by Local Authorities and is subject to a referendum in the community.
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COMMUNITY LIFE
New Community Cafe

The idea of a community cafe based in the Church depends entirely on the
goodwill and availability of volunteers to come forward to run the cafe. The
PCC do not have the resources to organise this themselves. The first stage
is to run a trial cafe in 2014 to find out if it is viable. To volunteer please email
cp-facilities@kstm.uk

New village shop/farm
shop

The provision of a shop was welcomed by a large majority who completed
the 2016 Household Survey. A feasibility study is required to establish
whether a community run village shop or a farm shop is a viable proposition.
This initiative needs a keen project manager to look at alternatives and to
identify potential sites and interested participants. If you are that person, or
have previous experience to share please email cp-facilities@kstm.uk for an
initial discussion.

Broadband

The Broadband action group has been working over the last year to identify
and map areas of poor reception across the Parish. The group arranged for
a 4G service provider to survey and quote for installations for interested
households. If you have enquiries or wish to support the group please email
cp-broadband@kstm.uk

Business

If you have any comments on issues facing businesses or home-working and
would like to support this area please email cp-business@kstm.uk

Buses, community
transport

Discussions with SCC indicate that there is little hope of improving the bus
service. Alternative solutions such as community car schemes need to be
explored. If you would like to promote community transport solutions and
support this group please email cp-transport@kstm.uk

Housing

This is potentially an area to be included within a Neighbourhood Plan. If you
have views on housing not already expressed in the survey or would like to
contribute to this discussion please email cp-housing@kstm.uk

Community
Assistance

This group is considering the potential for voluntary support to enhance our
community, including the maintenance of communal facilities such as the
Spinney, a good neighbours scheme, and developing a directory of local
support services. To get involved please contact cp-assistance@kstm.uk

Youth

The Youth Group has set up a pilot Youth Club, with a youth worker funded
by A4A for six months, and have now attracted funding of £3740 towards
equipment and sponsoring a youth worker for a further six months up to
March 2018. If you would like to support the Youth Group or would like to
know more, please email cp-youth@kstm.uk

Full details of the responses to the Household Survey and more detailed analysis of the issues
can be found in the full Community Plan Report on the Kingston St Mary Website www.kstm.uk.
The Kingston St Mary Community Plan 2017 was written and produced by the Community Plan Steering Group
(CPSG) with support from Kingston St Mary Parish Council and the Community Council for Somerset. Further details
about CPSG members can be found on the website.
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= Parish Boundary

