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From the Editor… 
 
Spring should be underway in April, and the magazine this month seems 
to reflect that – open gardens, preparation for plant sales and flower 
shows, as well as spring-cleaning (litter pick in Kingston and the school 
jumble sale).  It doesn’t seem long ago that we did the last litter pick, but 
the hedges and verges are full again – such a shame that people feel they 
can spoil our villages by dumping the rubbish they are too lazy to take 
home.   
 
So, lots to do and think about again this month, 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LINK-UP is the community magazine for the parishes of Broomfield, Cheddon 
Fitzpaine and Kingston St Mary.  Any views expressed in LINK-UP are not 
necessarily those of the Editor(s), the editorial staff or the LINK-UP board.   The 
board gratefully acknowledges the support of all whose advertisements appear in our 
magazine.  However, inclusion in LINK-UP does not imply recommendation.  The 
LINK-UP board reserves the right to accept any material and advertisement at its 
discretion. 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
Rector  Rev’d Dr Mary Styles       410089  
Associate Vicar             Interregnum         
Benefice Office  Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, 09.00-2.00   451257 
 kbcparishes@btinternet.com 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Broomfield Bez Purdy           451632 
Cheddon Pauline Stone                              277637 
 pauline.stone@live.co.uk  
Kingston            Richard Flood        451181 
 Julia Hammett        451642 
 

LINK-UP OFFICERS & STAFF 
Chairman Sheila Jones        451170 
Secretary Jean Alger-Green        451732 
Treasurer Jackie Aldrich        451696 
Advertising Manager Annie Trolley (yellow pages only)  451312 
Distribution Manager Carol Platt        451605 
Duplication Manager Corinne McMylor   07730 884413 
Editor this month Yvonne Harris        451883 
Editor – church pages Esmé Padgham        451559 
 padgham534@gmail.com 
Editor next month Richard Baker         
 rbaker@idnet.com 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR MAY MAGAZINE: 
FRIDAY 13TH APRIL 2018 

 

Contributions by:  10.00am     Tara, Cheddon Fitzpaine   (Bungalow 
next to Church) 

    10.00am       Fyne Court Farm, Broomfield 
             12.00 noon   Benefice Office, Vicarage, KSM 
 

Collation:     2.00pm at KSM Village Hall, Thurs 26th April 
Distribution:    from Friday 27th April 
 

Only e-mails clearly marked ‘Link-Up’ will be opened and acknowledged 
 
 

mailto:lindymansfield@btinternet.com
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LINK UP GARDENING CLUB…   
PROGRAMME 2018/19 

 

We are a small, friendly club that meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month in Kingston Village Hall. It doesn’t matter if you own several 
acres or garden in a small back yard, if you are interested in planting, 
growing and interesting talks you’ll be welcome among us. Meetings 
start at 7.15 pm, doors open at 6.45. Most months we have a bring-and-
buy plant stall where you can often find unusual plants and seeds, and 
sometimes gardening books and local crafts. Please cut out and keep this 
page and if something appeals come along and give us a try – we 
guarantee you a friendly welcome. 
 

2018 
 

18th April:  Brian Carlson - Fuchsias 
16th May:  Outing – TBC 
20th June:  Adrian Hutchinson – Pests & Diseases 
18th July:  Sue Applegate – Plant to Plate 

19th September:  Don Everitt – Hardy Perennials 
17th October:  Helen Kearney – Hedgerow Medicine 

21st November:  David Usher – Gertrude Jekyll 
12th December:  Peter Triggs – Somerset, the Wetland Way 

 
2019 
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16th January:  Annual Dinner 
20th February:  Darren Atkins – History of Kelways Plants 

and Nurseries 
21st March:  AGM, followed by Mandy Govert, 

Landscape Architecture 
 

For more information please contact Nena Carter on 01823 331977 
 
 

 
 
 
KINGSTON ST MARY FLOWER SHOW –DATE 
CHANGE  
 

The date of the Flower Show has changed from that 
given in the March Link-Up 
 
This year’s show will now take place on Saturday, 4th 

August (not the 11th, as previously advertised) 
 

Schedules now available from Kingston Village Hall porch; Kingston 
Church Church; to download from www.kingston-st-mary.org.uk and 
by email from annietrolley@gmail.com 
 

If you have never entered before and would like more information 
please contact me, and I shall be very happy to help.  There are lots of 
classes to choose from – something for everyone! 

 

Annie Trolley, 01823 451312 
 

 
 

BROOMFIELD PLANT SALE… 
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Perhaps Spring will be here for Easter and you will be desperate to get in 
the garden and think about dividing/moving plants. Please remember 
the plant sale (Saturday 12th May) and get in touch with us if you have 
anything to pot on. When you are sowing flower or veg seeds, just 1 
extra pot for us would be so appreciated.  
 

We have fewer plant growers this year and they are under great pressure 
to provide enough for the sale, so if you can spare greenhouse space or 
can help in any way, please phone. As you spring clean, we can also take 
good bric a brac/books etc.  
 

Please support us in our fund raising, and phone Jane House 451619 or 
Bez Purdy 451632 if you can help, or would like more information. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NGS Gardens Open for Charity 
(Marie Curie Care, Macmillan Cancer Care, The Queen’s Nursing Institute, 

Carers’ Trust, Hospice SW etc) 
 

Come and enjoy these 5 acres of delight to both artist and 
plantsman, at 

 

LITTLE YARFORD FARMHOUSE 
(on Google Map, TA2 8AN) 

 

Friday 11th May, 11am-5pm 
Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th May, 2-5.30pm 

Monday 14th May, 11am-5pm 
 

With over 300 cultivars – the trees that Bampfylde Warre 
would have planted had they been available to him! 
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Cream teas -  Refreshments - Plants - Preserves 
 

Entrance £5.00, children free.  Details:  01823 451350,  
yarford@ic24.net 

 
 
 

KINGSTON ST MARY WI … 
 

Kingston St Mary WI met Wednesday 7 March, fun was 
had by all as Margaret Harper inspired us with her talk 
and demonstration of Fusing Glass to make beautiful 

jewellery, coasters and many other beautiful glass gems.  Kathy 
stood in as chairperson as Anne was away, thank you Kathy. 
 

Next meeting:  April 4th to hear Shaun McCormack  -  Queens 
Bodyguard of the Yeoman of the Guard is coming along to share his 
experience.   7.30pm at the Village Hall.  This is an Open Meeting 
therefore open to all persons, come along and enjoy a friendly 
atmosphere.      

Sandra Matthews, 01823 451941 
 
ACROSS THE FIELD…  
 

The snow came and brought the birds to the garden 
to feed. Twelve big blackbirds, which fought amongst 
themselves, with the two females keeping their 
distance.  The only real ‘stranger’ was a hawfinch, 

which fed happily with the goldfinches and chaffinches.  The 
hawfinch is larger than a chaffinch and has a thicker neck and a 
thick grey bill.  We only had the one in the garden – a friend of mine 
tells me she has ‘lots’ of them, plus bramblings.   
 
Another friend reported a redpoll in her garden, and yet another 
friend trudged through the snow to show me photos of a bird he had 
in his garden.  It was medium sized with a white a white head and 
nape, merging into black.  It had a black front and an orange beak.  I 
could not find it in any of my numerous bird books, but I think it could 
be a semi-albino blackbird.  If anyone knows different, please let me 
know!  We used to have a male blackbird with a white feather on its 
wing and another with a white feather on its head. 
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The first sunny day after the snow melted, and the bumble bees 
were out. 
 
I hope Dennis Bridel still has his hedgehog and that his frogspawn 
survived the freeze; his is always earlier than ours.  No sign of frogs 
yet –last year they came 19 February, but no spawn until later. 
  

Janet Lovell 
 

 
 

RAINFALL… 
 

February 2018 – 26mm 
February 2017 – 51mm 

 
KINGSTON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
LITTER-PICK… 
 
Revised date - Sunday 15th April 2018 from 10.00am 
– 12.00pm  
 

 
Due to the adverse weather conditions a few weeks ago, we had to 
cancel the litter-pick due to have taken place on 4th March.  It is now 
on Sunday 15th April.  
 

• Either meet at Village Hall to collect equipment at 10am 
 

• Or start from your home and bring your bags of litter to the 
village hall. In order to make best use of everyone’s time and 
effort, PLEASE let me know if you are starting from home or a 
particular area so other volunteers can litter-pick elsewhere. I 
can drop equipment to you beforehand or pick it up from me in 
advance 

 

• If the bags of litter are too heavy to bring back, leave bags in a 
safe but obvious place and let me know asap so they can be 
collected – also let me know of any fly-tipping 
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• For your safety, you must wear hi-viz jackets and heavy-duty 
gloves 

 
Main areas that need attention are Dodhill, Parsonage Lane, 
Kingston Road, Lodes Lane, and Fulford to Cushuish.  
 
Sorry but no unaccompanied children please – parents/guardians 
must take full responsibility for their own children during the litter-
pick. 
 
Refreshments will be available at Tower View, Winpenny Lane for all 
litter-pickers from about 11.30am onwards. 
 

Jean Alger-Green 
Environment Group, KSM Community Partnership 

01823 451732 
 

 
RECYCLING FOR CHARITY – ‘CASH NOT TRASH’… 
 

Thank you to all Link-Up readers who already collect 
washed plastic milk bottle tops and drop them off at 
Chaces, Kingston St Mary or take them directly to 
Lush (soap shop) near Castle Bow. The plastic is melted 
down to make eco building bricks.  

I also collect used postage stamps which Audrey Mead donates to the 
Guide Dog Association. Thanks also to all those people who supported 
recent NSPCC events - the Coffee Morning in Kingston and the 
Snowdrop Walk in Staplegrove. Nearly £2000 was raised to help fund 
important services like Childline. 
 

I have recently discovered that Compass Wellbeing / Compass Disability 
Services based in Belvedere Trading Estate, TA1 1BH, are collecting a 
wide range of packaging and receive a cash donation for every item 
recycled.  The items they collect are: 
 

Personal care and beauty repackaging 
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Any brand of roll-on deodorant, flexible plastic wipes packaging, pots, 
tubs and tubes, pumps and trigger sprays used for personal care and hair 
colourant kits. 
 

Air and homecare packaging 
Any brand of flexible plastic wipes packaging, plastic bottle tops, pumps 
and trigger sprays from home cleaning and air freshening, and any 
plastic packaging including cartridges and caps from air fresheners. 
 

Sweet biscuit wrappers 
Any brand of non-savoury biscuits including the sleeves and wrappers 
from multi packs and any McVitie's Nibble Packs. 
 

Baby food pouches 
Any brand of baby food pouches and their caps. 
 

If you want more information, please phone CDS on 01823 475250. 
Collection points are at the CDS office in Belvedere Industrial state, 
Shopmobility at Paul St Car Park or at Chaces, KSM (between The 
Garage and Old Bakery). 

Jenny Fisher 

Wednesday Café 
 

Kingston St Mary Village Hall 
 (every second Wednesday of the month) 

 
11th April 

 

Come for the afternoon or just drop in any time  
between 2.00pm – 4.00pm   (£1 entrance) 

 

Table tennis, puzzles, scrabble, bridge, rummy, knitting, 
etc. etc. and of course….   lots of chatting over cups of tea 

and slices of cake! 
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Need more information?  Contact one of the following: 
 

 Serena Lumley – 451877  Lindsay Thorne – 451469  
 

 
 

WALKING FOR HEALTH… 
 
This month the walk will take place on 
Wednesday 11th April, starting from the church 
car park.  Meet at 1.45pm tp walk at 2.00.  It will 
be a gentle, 30-40 minute walk, ending at the 

Wednesday Café in the Village Hall (see above) 
 
For more details, contact Nigel Hounslow on 451358, Jackie 
Aldrich on 451696, Paul Trolley on 451312, or Heather Saxton on 
451210. 
. 

 
KINGSTON ST MARY SCHOOL EVENTS… 

 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

JUMBLE SALE - Kingston School Hall 
19th May, 2.00 - 4.00pm 

 
Spring Clean Time!!!  We would like your unwanted items, such as cds, 

dvds, books, games, toys, clothes, bric a brac, etc 
(no broken or electrical items please).  If you need help with storage, 

contact Corinne on 451198. 
 

We are fundraising towards outdoors provisions this year 
The left-over items will go to South West Children Hospice and Bags 2 

School. 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 



 15 

SUMMER FAYRE – Kingston School 
7th July – 2.00 – 5.00pm 

 

Put the date in your diary to come and join us for a fun afternoon! 
 

If you have a craft or hobby you would like to sell or know someone 
who has, contact Sam on 07713778709 to book a table (£10/table). 

 

------------------------------------------------ 
PTFA Quiz Night - Thank you! 

 

Thank you to all those who were able to join us for our recent quiz 
night, we hope you had a fantastic time!!! 

 

You helped raise just over £714!! 
 

 

 

 
 

Interesting (?) April fact –  

Shakespeare was born on 23 April 1564 and he died on the same day in 
1616! 
 

CHEDDON & WEST MONKTON FILM 
CLUB 

 

FRIDAY 20th APRIL 
 

THE DEATH OF STALIN 
 

Armando Iannucci’s black comedy has garnered rave reviews.  It 
follows the Soviet dictator's last days and depicts the chaos of the 

regime after his death.  Standout performances from Simon Russell 
Beale (Beria), Michael Palin (Molotov) and Andrea Riseborough 

(Stalin’s daughter Svetlana).  
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“The Death of Stalin is superbly cast, and acted with icy and ruthless 
force by an A-list lineup. There are no weak links. Each has a plum 

role; each squeezes every gorgeous horrible drop.” 
 

Biography / Comedy 
 

Don’t be put off by the title of this film, it has a star cast, had 
excellent reviews and is also a comedy – most of the time! 

 

CHEDDON FITZPAINE MEMORIAL HALL 
 

Doors Open  - 6.30 for refreshments 
 

Short Film – 7.00pm  Main Film 7.30pm 
 

Tickets £6 at door 
 

cwmfilmclub@btinternet.com  01823 412278 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE ‘CHEDDONERS’ – SHOW CANCELLED… 
 

The Cheddoners’ annual production ‘Plane Speaking’ was a victim of the 
bad weather, with heavy snow falling in the afternoon of what would 
have been our opening night, Thursday 1st March.  We then took the 
decision to cancel all three performances.   
 

Ticket holders have been reimbursed, and the show will be staged next 
March.  Another year to perfect our lines! 
 

We look forward to seeing you all next year. 
 

Stuart Triggol 
 

mailto:cwmfilmclub@btinternet.com
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LINK-UP ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING 

 

Monday 9th April 2018 at 7.30pm 
 

Benefice Office, Kingston St Mary 
 
This meeting is both a formal meeting to approve the accounts and 
the election of officers as well as an opportunity for you, the reader 
to have your say.  
 
If you require further information about the meeting please contact 
Jean Alger-Green, tel 451732. 
 

Jean Alger-Green, Secretary to Link-Up Board 
 

 
FROM THE LINK-UP ADVERTISING MANAGER… 
 

Hi everyone – every April we start with a new set of ‘yellow pages’ 
advertisers. Some have been with us for many years, but for others this 
will be the first time of advertising in Link-Up. 
 

Please, when you need a trade, service etc, do look in our yellow pages 
first before venturing beyond. 
 

A big 'thank you' to all the advertisers.  We couldn't do it without you.   
Annie Trolley 

 
 
 
Church services 
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What’s on in April… 
 

Wed 4 Kingston WI, p.8 

Thu 5 Kingston Walking Group, 10.00am, Church car park* 
Sun 8 Jacob & Drinkwater, 3.00pm, Shelthorn.  
Mon 9 Link-up Annual Public Meeting, p.15 
Mon 9 Kingston Parish Council meeting, p.21 
Wed 11 Walk for Health, p.12 
Wed 11 Wednesday Café, p.12 
Sun 15 Kingston Litter Pick, p.10 
Wed  18 Link-up Gardening Club, p.6 
Thu 19 Kingston Walking Group, 10.00am, Church car park* 
Fri 20 Cheddon & West Monkton Film Club, p.14 
Thu 26 Kingston Players Reading Group.   

 
and in May… 
 
Thu 3 Kingston Walking Group, 10.00am, Church car park* 
11-14 Little Yarford Farmhouse, Open Gardens, p.8 
Sat 12 Broomfield Plant Sale, p.7 
Thu 17 Kingston Walking Group, 10.00am, Church car park* 
Sat 19 School Jumble Sale, p.13 
Thu 31 Kingston Walking Group, 10.00am, Church car park* 
Sat 26 Meet the Village 

 
…and forthcoming events for your diary… 
 
7  July School Summer Fayre, p.13 
4 August Kingston Flower Show 
22-
30 

Sept Kingston Art Exhibition 
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Some regular events…. 
 
Pilates (11.30) and Keep Fit (12.45pm) every Tuesday, 
Kingston Village Hall.  Call Alison Roberts on 01823 672617 
or 07850 507489 for details. 
 
Babies’ and Toddlers’ Group every Monday morning (term-
time only, 9.00 – 11.00am), Kingston Church.  Everyone is 
welcome to join us for a cup of tea! 
 
Badminton and table tennis every Monday, 7.45pm, 
Kingston Village Hall.  Contact j.braund@btinternet.com  
 
Bell ringing practice every Tuesday, 7.30pm, Kingston 
Church 
 
*Kingston Walking Group – contact Sandra Matthews, 
01823 451941 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to flag up a forthcoming event in any of our three 
parishes over the next 12 months, do let the next editor know. 

Please include a telephone number so anyone else planning an event can 
contact you. 

This list is intended as a guide only, to aid event planning. 
 

 
Don’t forget to take a look at our village websites too:   

www.kingston-st-mary.org.uk   

mailto:j.braund@btinternet.com
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www.broomfieldparish.org 
www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk 

 
 
  

HOSPITAL TRANSPORT & EMERGENCY PRESCRIPTION 
SERVICE 
 
The following people have kindly offered to collect your prescription 
or take patients from the appropriate parish to or from hospital:  
 
For residents of Kingston Parish only: 
Sonia Pether   451311      Fay Huleatt Boyd   451891 
Jenny Fisher   451332*      
 

(*prescriptions only 
 

For residents of Cheddon Fitzpaine parish only: 
Liz Thompson  451529      Ann Pugh       412810 
Mary Gunning  412179 
 
If you are able to offer transport for this purpose, then all offers will 
be gratefully received.  Please ring the above numbers. 

 
 
 
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS… 
 

KINGSTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL… 
  
 

The major topic of discussion at the meeting held on March 12 was the 
village playing field. 
 

The council was concerned to hear about the shortage of volunteers to 
help run the playing field. The field is one of the village’s most prized 
assets, used not only by children but by residents of all ages. It also 
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provides a venue for community events. However, more volunteers are 
needed urgently to serve on the management committee to ensure its 
future.    
 

In the meantime, it was agreed to explore ways of funding the repair and 
restoration of some of the present play equipment. 
 

The dog ban on the playing field is being reinforced by eye-catching 
new signs – designed by a young pupil at Kingston school. These have 
now been ordered and should be erected in due course. 
 

The council has also received complaints that ponies are being ridden on 
the playing field. This has caused considerable damage to the surface 
following the recent wet weather. Would the owners/riders please not 
take ponies on the field which is intended as a play area for children - 
not the exercising of animals.  
 

Planning applications - There were no objections to the following 
application - 
 
• 20/18/0004 Various Internal and External Alterations at Cutley 

House, Yarford Road, Kingston St Mary 
 

Fly tipping – There has been an increase in fly tipping in local lanes 
since the introduction of stricter rules at recycling centres.  Residents 
are being asked to report any incidents of fly tipping direct to Taunton 
Deane Council on 01823 356356 or online at 
www.tauntondeane.gov.uk. The website includes a map to enable the 
location to be pinpointed exactly. Anyone who sees the dumping 
rubbish in lay-bys or hedgerows should take a vehicle number, if 
possible.  
 

Next Meeting – The next meeting to be held on Monday April 9 in the 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. The public are invited to attend.  
 
 

Ray Stokes (Chairman)          Caroline Roche (Clerk) 

http://www.tauntondeane.gov.uk/
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Tel: 01823 762417                                    Tel: 01823 430876 
Email: raymstokes@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
CHEDDON PARISH COUNCIL… 
 

Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council reported on 8 March 2018 the 
following: 
Neighbourhood Plan – Referendum: 

• Volunteers have worked tirelessly to produce the 
Neighbourhood Plan jointly with West Monkton. 

• We are now in Purdah, as the Notice of Referendum was 
published on 13 March 2018, which means the Parish Council 
and Councillors cannot give out information according to 
electoral protocol:   

• except for advising you of the date of the Referendum Vote 
on 19 April 2018, between 7 am and 10 pm. 

• The NP Steering Group however will be sending every 
household an NP flyer giving details, 

• All the documents are available in Cheddon Memorial Hall, 
Cheddon Primary School, the Crown Medical Centre, 
Priorswood Community Centre, as well as establishments in 
West Monkton for you to see the extent of the policies.  Both 
Clerks have separate copies. 

• You will receive a Voting Card from the Electoral Officer in 
the same way as at other Election times with the Polling 
Station details. 

mailto:raymstokes@tiscali.co.uk
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• The last date for Registration at the Electoral Office in TDBC 
is 3 April 2018. 

• Postal Votes being sent from 6 April 2018. 
• Proxy Vote Applications must be received by 5pm on 11 April 

2018. 
 

Broadband:  A new impetus has brought broadband back to the 
top of the local agenda.  There is an idea to bring Church spires or 
towers into use to increase coverage and speed in rural areas.  If 
you are affected, please contact the clerk who will co-ordinate 
responses. 
 

Grant for litter picking equipment: Parish Councillors approved 
expenditure for new equipment, and it is hoped to organise a 
litter pick in April.  Please see Notice Boards, and the April 
Newsletter for details. 
 

Volunteer Drivers sought:  SCC require more volunteer drivers 
across the county to help people get to medical appointments, 
day care centres etc.  Drivers to be over 18, have a four-door car, 
current driving licence, and commit to as little as one hour per 
week. Mileage expenses will be reimbursed at up to 50p per 
mile.  www.somersetvolunteer.co.uk 

SCC County Councillor David Fothergill 
 

Denise Webber, Chairman - 07788 522266 
denise.webber@cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk 

Jo Pearson, Parish Clerk - 07891 529809 
cheddon@live.co.uk 

www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk/council 
 

 
 

BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL… 
 

http://www.somersetvolunteer.co.uk/
mailto:denise.webber@cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk
mailto:cheddon@live.co.uk
http://www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk/council


 26 

The following items were discussed at the meeting of the Council on 
27th February at which eighteen members of the public were present 
– draft minutes are available on the Parish website 
www.broomfieldparish.org 
 

- Richard Coate was co-opted on to the Council to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Jamie Bachelor. 
 

- It was confirmed that 121 Turnaround have been asked to cease 
their activities on Broomfield Common. All material has been 
removed and remedial work will be carried out. 

- A revised management plan is required for the Common in order 
to preserve its natural state which is so loved by parishioners and 
other visitors. It is intended that this will be a community effort 
coordinated by the Parish Council and involving the AONB 
Service as well as Sedgemoor DC and Somerset CC (who are 
joint custodians of the Common). 

 
- Following recent incidents residents are urged to report road 

damage and other issues to Somerset Highways. A link is 
available on the Parish website. 

 
- A resident reported further instances on 4x4 vehicles using 

Restricted Byways. Again such issues should be reported to the 
Police via the link on the website. 

 
- A resident suggested there should be a mechanism for ‘flash 

news’ in the Parish. Such news can be communicated to the Clerk 
via a form on the home page of the website. Alternatively (and 
faster) would be to post urgent news on the Parish Facebook 
page which can be found at www.facebook.com/broomfieldparish 

 
Peter Hall                  Duncan Henderson 
Clerk to the Parish Council         Chairman 
Tel: 01823 421675             01823 451154 
Email: clerk@broomfieldparish.org 
 

 
 
HOW TO IMPROVE THE QUANTOCK HILLS ROADS AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS… 

http://www.broomfieldparish.org/
mailto:clerk@broomfieldparish.org
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Views from a Broomfield resident… 
 

The road system has not changed over the last sixty years but the usage and maintenance has 
drastically diverged.  In the fifties, in the autumn and winter, farm labourers were employed 
laying hedges and clearing ditches.  Local councils carried out strict, regular, maintenance of 
road surfaces and emptying drain sumps. Road traffic was smaller, lighter, slower and less 
dense (Massey Ferguson tractors, Morris Minors and Bedford 2 axle lorries). The Post Office 
cleared tree limbs from around non-insulated telephone lines and poles. Today, tractors are 
wider, bigger and heavier. Lorries with up to 6 axles at a weight 40 tons are not restricted from 
narrow country lanes, and the area is swamped with delivery vans with often foreign licensed 
drivers, on time dependent pay. There are no speed restrictions on our narrow, winding, hilly, 
wet and muddy lanes and most accidents happen because of excessive speed for the road 
conditions.  

Telephone lines are encased in insulated cables and provide both landline and broadband from 
the multi wire, insulated, copper core. Broadband speed is dependent on the distance from the 
exchange, the number of users and the integrity and quality of the cable. Both Somerset 
Highways and Openreach (BT infrastructure) are budget constrained and have fallen back to a 
sticking plaster approach to maintenance, in only fixing reported faults.  

Farms are dependent on mechanisation and the only land maintenance performed is by tractor 
accessories. Hedges are flailed with blackthorn debris left on the road. Saplings either side of 
telephone poles that cannot be flailed grow up into and impinge upon and damage the wire, 
rubbing through the outer insulation and compromising the inner cables.  

Field drains are not maintained and flow directly into the road which often follow valleys 
downhill, being the natural, falling, water course. Large tractors and lorries break down verges 
squashing soil into the drains, clogging the sumps and pipes which are now only cleared, as 
planned regular maintenance, every 5 years. Field run off water and broken field drains are not 
cleared by the clogged road drains, forming torrents that quickly erode the road edge, forming 
drop offs and road bed erosion. Water on the road surface causes pot holes through hydraulic 
action and ice expansion, surface ice is dangerous to all road traffic.  

Our roads are now busier, less sound and far more dangerous than they need to be. We seem to 
be, the forgotten, with our life line road and telecommunications network fast descending to 
third world standards and yet there are rules in place to protect us from ourselves as residents 
and farmers (landowners) with land bordering the highway.  

The Road Traffic Act 1980 and The Telecommunications Act 1984 are the definitive laws that 
dictate who is responsible for maintaining road surfaces, hedges, trees and telecommunication 
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equipment. Every county issue guidelines for landowners, Somerset County Council publishes 
Farming and the Highway Leaflet No1.  

Somerset Highways own and are responsible for the road (tarmac). The landowners with land 
next to the road are responsible for the land (verge) up to the tarmac. If a landowner owns land 
next to the road then he is responsible for the hedge and trees all the way to the tarmac. If the 
landowner owns land either side of the road then the landowner is responsible for both sides of 
the road. Landowners are responsible for inspecting and removing all hedges and trees that 
pose a danger to the highway. They must cut hedges and trees back from the edge of the tarmac 
to a height of 5.2m above the road. They are also responsible for cutting branches that foul or 
could foul in a storm, telecommunication equipment including cables. Landowners are required 
to clear hedge cuttings away from the highway so that they cannot endanger or damage users 
of the highway. Landowners must clear away mud from the highway. Landowners are 
responsible for maintaining ditches and water courses on their land so that they cannot cause 
flooding of the highway.  

We have avoided maintaining our hedges, trees, ditches and field drains believing that they are 
somehow someone else’s responsibility, to the point where we are endangering lives and we risk 
being prosecuted and sued for our neglect. We can however improve our roads and 
broadband by regularly inspecting our land up to the edge of the tarmac and ensuring that no 
hedge or tree infringes the highway or telephone line (branches swaying in a storm) or water 
from our land that flows onto the highway. We should encourage farmers to modify their 
practices to reduce mud deposits on the lanes by storing their fodder next to their livestock 
rather than making daily muddy trips along the public highway. Farmers that live along narrow 
and restricted lanes should ensure that farm deliveries are made in lorries that do not damage 
the lanes and verges. We should be less tolerant of landowners that wantonly ignore their 
responsibilities under the law which is designed to protect us all.  

Both Somerset Highways and Openreach rely on the public to report faults and they have to 
inspect these faults within a certain time. Contact Somerset Highways https:// 
secure1.somerset.gov.uk/forms/portalshowform.asp?fm_formalias=rhp Report damage to 
telecommunication equipment to Openreach 0800 023 2023 (option 1):  

We should all contact Somerset Highways and request a blanket speed limit of 30mph for all 
roads on the Quantocks with 20mph and maximum weight and axle limits on narrow and 
restricted lanes. We all need to take an active interest in our safety as the good old days of 
institutional responsibility and personal shame along with layered hedges and hand dug ditches 
are long gone. Our roads are our responsibility now and although there are many unsung 
volunteers unblocking drains we now need everyone one of you to be involved in making our 
roads safer and our broadband speed at the very least, tolerable. Sadly, authorities ignore the 
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meek.  

Chris Mutton 
 

 
 
WINDOW ON THE PAST: School leavers  
 

“A girl who proved a good cheese maker could take her 
pick of farming husbands” – so said a Dairy Instructor in 
the early 1900s.  The long-established Bath and West 
Society co-operated with Somerset County Council and 
ran dairy courses, visiting schools in turn.  Farming was 
at a low ebb from the mid 1800s, due to very bad 

weather and the import of refrigerated meat and grain.  It was difficult 
to sell raw milk in liquid form until the Milk Marketing Board started in 
1930 and the possibility of a monthly cheque was realised.  So quite a 
few farms in our area made cheese and some butter.  For instance, a 
large number of cheeses were stolen from Tarr Farm, Kingston and a 
well of excellent cold water was a big help for butter making at 
Willoughby Farm, Broomfield.  
In 1935 classes were held at Kingston, but in 1933 Broomfield school 
had closed due to lack of numbers and so these children had to attend 
Kingston school.  Any boys and girls of 12 or over (at that time they had 
to attend the village school until 14) listened to a general talk on 
Dairying in the morning, then 5 boys and 5 girls were picked to go the 
Village Hall for Practical Dairying for 2 hours in the afternoon.  
Apparently they were taught to milk using a rubber glove filled with 
water – no doubt considered good fun and some of the pupils already 
milked a cow at home!  There were demonstrations of butter and 
cheese making and a bit on hygiene.  The idea was to get at least one or 
two to look for a job in that line on leaving school. However, they did 
not always realise that cheese manufacture was a 7 day a week job 
when there was plenty of milk, and might be seasonal.  That is why the 
farmer’s wife, being ‘on the spot’, was useful – cheeses had to be 
turned, utensils had to be washed etc.  Anybody who could milk a cow 
was useful when an emergency, such as illness, arose.  
Most of the boys brought up in the country were destined to be 
agricultural labourers like their fathers.  They often began work at an 
early age, 4 or 5, and as the farmers regarded them as a good source of 
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cheap labour, a few pence a week, so they were not too keen on 
compulsory schooling as imposed in 1850.  However, they had to 
remember that ‘two boys equal half a boy, and three boys no boy at all’.  
The little lads, and sometime girls, as seen in the Hestercombe 
accounts, could pick stones, scare birds, lead horses and do various 
other odd jobs.  They were proud to take their few pence home to 
Mother, but it was a hard life.  Each county had its own rules about 
days off to do farm work at busy times and school holidays were 
arranged to coincide with harvest and potato picking.  Extra days might 
be granted if the pupils had a good attendance record.  By the early 
1900s there was a scholarship offered to a school leaver wanting to 
take up agriculture, at home or in the colonies.  There were various 
craftsmen in the villages, - carpenters, wheelwrights, coopers etc, and a 
brighter boy, perhaps a relation, could be ‘apprenticed’.  The technical 
drawing learned by boys at school did help and, if a bus turned up in 
the 1900s, boys went to a woodwork class in Taunton.  They also had a 
gardening course, first in the gardens of the Manor, which had its 
snags, so they moved to that of the Vicar’s wife.  One wonders what 
their fathers, many of whom were really good gardeners, thought of the 
teacher’s ideas on the subject! 

The girls were taught some cookery, either in a room at Mill 
Cross or in the Chapel School Room.  The pupils found it a 
long way to walk home after an afternoon’s tuition.  
Needlework was very important.  The local lady of the 
Manor gave prizes of silver thimbles each year to the best 

‘sewers’.  It was not easy to do good work with sticky, grubby fingers, 
water to wash being scarce and also it had to be fetched from the shute 
at the edge of the road.  They were taught basic plain sewing for simple 
garments, often in calico, which the school hoped the mothers might 
buy.  No doubt patching, a very useful skill, was included in lessons as 
many village wives, as these girls would often become, had to do plenty 
of mending and alterations to clothe their families.  The school log 
mentions making ‘anti-vermin’ garments for soldiers, but no hint on 
how these were treated!  (Any ideas?)  An expert needlewoman might 
achieve a job as a lady’s maid which could mean some travel, so worth 
aiming at.  A sewing machine arrived in the 1920s.  Often the Head’s 
wife would help with the sewing which kept up the standard.  Knitting 
would be on the timetable for boys and girls.  A local gamekeeper used 
to win prizes at the local Flower Show for his socks!  First attempts at a 
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knitted ‘square’ to clean off your slate, may well have been far from 
rectangular.  
In all, teachers did quite a good job considering the difficulties they 
faced, for pupils were aged 4 – 14, including great lads to keep in order.  
But all except the dullest pupils learned some standards, morally and 
actively, and found that a respect for authority was expected of them 
and a necessary part of life.  Some enjoyed further education in a night 
school, such as that run by the hard-working Head for many years, Mr 
Bunston.  Most of the girls did domestic jobs at the bigger farms or 
houses and after marriage, tried to do some piece-work of quilting, 
coffin linings, shrouds etc. for a small amount of money, so school 
needlework would be useful. 

Audrey Mead 
 

 
TO THE EDITOR…. 
 

CALLING ALL ASDA SHOPPERS… 
Children’s Hospice South West (CHSW) are one of three charities 
chosen to take part in the next token collection at Asda. It starts in April 
and runs for three months until the end of June. The charity with the 
most tokens at the end of this period will receive £500 and the two 
runners up £200 each. 
 

If you are an Asda shopper please support CHSW.  Thank you. 
 

……………………………… 
 

Thank you to all our good friends the residents of 
Winpenny Lane.  
They banded together to clear our drive of snow on 
the 2nd March to allow the Ambulance access to 
pick up my wife Jan who was taken ill that day.  
What heroes.  
The ambulance driver was highly impressed too. And 
thank you too, the Musgrove doctor who on his way 
home to Yarford with his young son delivered her 
home later that winters day.      

Graham Davis 
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SMALL ADS… 
There is no charge for a small advertisement.  However, because of 
limited space, please keep wording to a maximum of 50 words. 
 
FOR SALE: Gent’s Raleigh Pioneer bicycle.  12 gears, 21” frame.  
Little used.  No longer required.  £45 o.n.o.  Tel. 01823 321904. 
 
FOR SALE:  Wooden display cabinet with glass doors; round 
occasional table; Alfred Meakin coffee set.  Accept offers for all 
items.  Ring Peter & Lyn on 01823 334188. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS… 
A commercial advertisement – approx. 1/3 of an A5 page, may be 
placed at a cost of £8.00, at the discretion of and following 
discussion with the Editor. 
 
 
 
CATERING STAFF REQUIRED:  Outposts Ltd is looking for 
catering staff to join our friendly team on a casual basis.  We are an 
outdoor activity provider based in Broomfield, Bridgwater. We run 
programmes on site from April – October providing and serving 
home cooked meals up to 3 times a day for our clients. All 
preparation and cooking of meals takes place on site in a fully 
equipped kitchen. Candidates will need to be flexible and friendly. 
This is a client facing role. Qualifications required: Food Hygiene 
Level 2 and an Enhanced DBS clearance certificate. 
 
If you are interested in joining our team please contact Bronwen on 
01823 451959 to arrange a visit 
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• Experienced Mathematics Teacher   • 1-to-1 tuition 
•  From Years 5 to GCSE 

 

Personalised tutoring for school children finding maths challenging or who 
just need extra support to help build their confidence.  Feel free to contact 
me if you’d like to discuss your child’s needs.  Mr Morné Eksteen 
 

Tel: 07720 534 931  Email: m.eksteen@btopenworld.com 
(search) Maths Tutoring South West 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step back in time & enjoy the simple pleasures in life 
at a refurbished beach side chalet at Dunster Beach. 

Local walks, Exmoor, Dunster, tennis, Steam Railway, 
bird life & the shoreline. Available for holiday lets 
(minimum 2 nights). Sleeps 2/3. For further details 

please contact: Hilary 07765 478080 or 
email: sandpiperchalet136@gmail.com 

 

 
 

A CONCERT FOR PARKINSON’S 
 

ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH, TAUNTON 
SATURDAY, 28th APRIL, 2018, 7.30 pm, with 

 

THE TAUNTON MILITARY WIVES CHOIR 
STEEL THE SHOW – a steel band from the Blackdown Hills 

QUINTESSENTIAL – QUEENS COLLEGE 
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Tickets £12.50 from Taunton Visitor Centre, Market House, 
Fore Street, Taunton TA1 1JD. Tel: 01823 340470, or Wendy 

Green, Tel: 01460 391381, 
  email: parkinsontms@gmail.com 


