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From the Editor…
Welcome to the December issue of Link-up - as usual there is
something for everyone, whatever your age and interests.
I would like to draw your attention to page 7, where there is a
request for more Link-Up editors. Please do enquire about it, even
if you are not sure - you might be surprised! We really do need
some more help.
We also have a new contributor this month - Caroline Spencer
writes a moving account of being a military wife (see page 14).
New contributors are always welcome.
With all good wishes for a very merry Christmas and a happy New
Year,

LINK-UP is the community magazine for the parishes of Broomfield, Cheddon
Fitzpaine and Kingston St Mary. Any views expressed in LINK-UP are not
necessarily those of the Editor(s), the editorial staff or the LINK-UP board. The
board gratefully acknowledges the support of all whose advertisements appear in
our magazine. However, inclusion in LINK-UP does not imply recommendation.
The LINK-UP board reserves the right to accept any material and advertisement at
its discretion. The Link-Up Board will only use personal data for the purpose for
which it was provided.
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Rector
Associate Vicar
Benefice Office
CHURCHWARDENS
Broomfield
Cheddon
Kingston

Rev’d Dr Mary Styles
Rev’d Jim Cox
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, 09.00-14.00
sqbenefice@btconnect.com

451189
333377
451257

Bez Purdy
Pauline Stone
pauline.stone@live.co.uk
Richard Flood
Julia Hammett

451632
277637
451181
451642

LINK-UP OFFICERS & STAFF
Chairman
Sheila Jones
451170
sheilayarford@yahoo.co.uk
Secretary
Jean Alger-Green
451732
jean.alger-green@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Jackie Aldrich
451696
jackandrobaldrich@gmail.com
Advertising Manager
Annie Trolley (yellow pages only)
451312
annietrolley@gmail.com
Distribution Manager
Carol Platt
451605
platt29@icloud.com
Duplication Manager
Corinne McMylor
07730 884413
Editor this month
Yvonne Harris
451883
ydharris@btinternet.com
Editor – church pages
Esmé Padgham
451559
padgham534@gmail.com
Editor next month
Annie Trolley
451312
annietrolley@gmail.com
DEADLINE FOR JANUARY MAGAZINE:

FRIDAY 7th DECEMBER 2018
Hard copy
contributions
by:

10.00 am
10.00 am
12.00 noon

Tara, Cheddon Fitzpaine (Bungalow next to Church)
Fyne Court Farm, Broomfield
Benefice Office, Vicarage, KSM

Email contributions to the editor by 12.00 noon
Only emails clearly marked ‘Link-Up’ will be opened and acknowledged

Collation:

Distribution:

2.00pm, Kingston Village Hall, Thursday 20th December
from Friday 21st December
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Jim, our new Associate Vicar writes ……
My father used to say, "You can always tell it's almost Harvest when
the supermarkets start selling mince pies."
I don't want to lament the commercialisation of Christmas too much especially not the mince pies, I love them. And having had a young
family I've enjoyed all the excesses as they grew up. But this year, my
youngest child, who has just left home, remarked that all the glitz would
be totally meaningless to him without having some sense of where it all
comes from.
We can argue about whether Charles Dickens "invented" the style of
Christmas we now enjoy, but it does all start with a baby.
Oddly, you might think, the "baby Jesus" wasn't very interesting to the
first Christians. The earliest known Christian writer, Paul, hardly
mentions anything about the life of Jesus. The first gospel to be written,
Mark, starts with Jesus as an adult. Matthew and Luke find this
unsatisfactory, and about 20 years later write their accounts and add in
very different versions of the birth; and later still John - equally
unsatisfied with all 3 - introduces the idea that the Son of God is 'there'
from the beginning.
Both Matthew and Luke use the birth stories like a composer uses an
'overture' - to introduce themes that will appear more fully later: for
Matthew, Herod prefigures Pilate, and the Wise Men the commission to
go out and preach to "all the world". Luke is more interested in prayer,
devotion and the poor - so we see more of Mary and the Shepherds.
As with those early gospel writers, the person of Jesus resonates with
each of us differently and it is partly because of this that I still enjoy the
madness of Christmas. We will be struck by different things each time.
But the food, the music, the family gatherings, the gifts, the cold, - even
the church services (!) can speak to us of the wonder of God and the
glory of God.
It is a shame if this is only a time of chaos, stress, hard work and debt.
Hopefully, within it all, even amid the imperfections and deep sorrows
that we notice most acutely at this time of year, there is the chance for
reflection, joy and thanksgiving.
Merry Christmas, one and all.

Jim
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THIS MONTH'S ROTAS
Broomfield Church Cleaners
1 & 8 December
Joan Livingstone & Angela Bremner
15 & 22 December Jane House
29 December
Karen Hughes & Helen Dagger
Kingston Altar Linen and Floor Peggy Mullins
Kingston Flowers
No flowers until Christmas
  



  

 

“THE COLDEST NIGHT”
3.00pm on Sunday 23 December
At West Monkton Church
A gentle Christmas service for those who
are sad, lonely or struggling, or simply
don’t like all the crazy celebrations and
excesses at this time of year –
followed by refreshments
  



  

 

THE PREACHER’S DILEMMA
If his address is a few minutes longer than usual: “He sends us to sleep”
If it’s short: “He hasn’t bothered”.
If he raises his voice: “He’s shouting”.
If he speaks normally: “You can’t understand a thing”.
If he’s away: “He’s always on the road”.
If he stays at home: “He’s a stick in the mud”.
If he’s out visiting: “He’s never at home”.
If he’s in the vicarage: “He never visits parishioners”.
If he is young: “He lacks experience”.
If he is old: “He ought to retire”.
And if he dies?......Well of course: “Nobody could ever take his place”.
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ADVENT GROUP BOOKLETS - December 2018
There will be an Advent group looking at ‘Follow
the Star’ booklet produced by the Church of
England. They will be available to purchase at the
group or from the benefice office.
These follow a journey through the 12 days of Christmas. See more
#FollowThe Star Christmas campaign at
www.churchofengland.org/christmas
Each session will last for 1 hour.
Mon 3 December 2.30 pm at The Vicarage, Kingston
Mon 10 & 17 Dec 2.30 pm at Winpenny Hill, Church
Lane, Kingston (Julia’s)
If you cannot attend a group but would like a booklet please pop into the
office to collect one £1.50 each.
It is good to make a small space during advent to journey towards
Christmas
 

 



 





Family Announcements
Baptisms

At Cheddon Church on 28 October, Elliot Henry Roulston
and Everly Rae Hartnell
We welcome them into the family of the church and pray for them

 

 



 





CHEDDON CHURCH 100 CLUB
As the number of tickets sold for the 100 Club has risen, it is now
possible to offer prizes as follows:
1st prize each month
£60
nd
£15
2 prize each month
Christmas bonus
£50
The winners of the November draw were
£60 - Colin Stone
£15 - Gerry Guerrier
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Bishop Ruth writes…..
God with us
Well, we are into the frantic pressie-buying month of December now.
The American ‘Black Friday’ tradition appears to be firmly a part of our
own pattern and has brought the search for the perfect Christmas
present yet earlier in our calendar. Parish and school Christmas Fayres
offer us home-made, Fairtrade, recycled and singular alternatives. And
increasingly the inequalities within our economy become more apparent
as people risk debt to bring a smile to their child’s face.
When I was a parish priest we found that many of our single parents felt
trapped by the pressure of keeping up with those around them. We
tried to introduce a maximum spend for all our congregational and
family present buying in order to bring some parity. It wasn’t easy!
I’m reminded at this time of year of the line that we are seeing more
frequently, accompanying invitations to weddings and Birthday parties:
‘No presents required, just your presence!’
It makes me think about what Christmas really means. During this time
of preparation and waiting for the big day to arrive, many of us will sing
the words of that Advent hymn, ‘O come, O come, Emmanuel’, a 12th
century hymn that invites God to fulfil his prophecy to his people. Will
we really take in those words?
‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God with us’, such an important and comforting
phrase in these times of uncertainty and anxiety, as we wonder what
the new year will bring.
Christmas we know is a time when people can feel lonely, disappointed,
stressed. There are reputedly more suicides and marriage breakdowns
during the course of this holiday period. One of the best Christmas
presents we can offer then must surely be that of hospitality, a listening
ear and simply our ‘presence’ among those who feel forgotten, rejected
or overlooked.
In so doing we will find God’s own present to us this Christmas, as in
any and all other Christmases, His presence. The God to whom “every
animal of the forest and the cattle on a thousand hills, belongs” (Psalm
50) has given us the best present of all - He is with us.
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LINK UP - CAN YOU HELP?...
The Link Up Board are seeking volunteers who might be
interested in becoming editors for the magazine.
The editors are responsible for putting the magazine
together, organising the layout to fit the space, tweaking
where necessary and adding their own touch. Ideally you would be
required to edit twice or three times per year.
If you are interested, please contact me on 01823 451732 or
jean.alger-green@hotmail.com for more information.
I look forward to hearing from you!

Jean Alger-Green
Secretary, LU Magazine

ACROSS THE FIELD…
Driving down the Kingston Road from Mill Cross the trees glowed
with the sun shining on them. The beech trees have given us a
lovely show, all shades – from yellow to bronze – right into the
edge of Taunton.
The colder weather has brought in the lesser spotted
woodpecker which feeds on the fat balls. I watched it for
nearly five minutes while it was feeding on them - (I was at
the sink washing up!). A change of bird seed brought in all
of the tit families – the long-tailed tits like the fat balls too. The
robin and blackbird still come for the mealworms.
We have watched the jackdaws in the neighbour’s apple tree.
These are bright red apples and the jackdaws peck at them, but
they never feed on the fallen apples. The blackbirds like them, also
the field fares.
A phone call told me that on the 24th October, at the
corner of Winpenny, in a tub under a shrub, four
snowdrops were in bloom. That must be a record unless
you know differently?
Janet Lovell
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RAINFALL…
Oct 2018: 42mm
Oct 2017: 29m
BROOMFIELD PLANT SALE…
Due to the success of the annual sale for Broomfield Church funds,
we are hoping to organise it again for next May, if we can get
enough people to help on the morning.
If your garden is like mine and enjoying a second flush of flowers
due to the warm autumn, you will not have 'put it to bed' for the
winter. You can also help us now, as you cut back and dig up
overgrown plants, spare some for the plant sale. I can pot on any
surplus plants and overwinter them.
Please help us continue this major fund-raising event.
Jane House 451619/Bez Purdy 451632

LINK-UP GARDEN CLUB…

We would like to invite you to join us for minced pies
and mulled wine on Wednesday 12th December, with
guest speaker Peter Triggs talking to us about
"Somerset, The Wetland Way".

We look forward to seeing you at Kingston St Mary
village hall at 7.15pm. Entry is free for club members and £4 for
non-members.
Louisa Shorney, interim club secretary
Tel. 07723 957864

MORE WILDLIFE NOTES…
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“December will be magic again” Kate Bush sang on her Christmas
single 1979, but we’ve got to get through November first! Winds
and rains are certainly reminding us of how the British Isles is at the
mercy of a plethora of weather systems. Luckily Archie is not fazed
by the climate so we’ve been out and about as usual.
The elephant grass (Pennisetum purpureum), native to African
grasslands appears to change daily. One sunny day it was like a
Quentin Blake illustration from a Roald Dahl story, the flowers
resembling the crests on a thousand cackling heads, proudly
purple, waving gently and probably mischievously in the breeze. On
another walk, where the breeze was somewhat stronger I imagined
the plants being used to design an alternative Beaufort scale,
albeit, one that would have to take into account developmental
stage of the vegetation. Wind direction could also be determined,
assuming one could locate the sun, moon or stars, or knew where
North was!
As autumn marches through the month, so the trees become
empty, preparing to shut down for the winter, revealing previously
hidden spaces as paths fill up with leaf matter. Perfectly quilted
carpets pass underfoot, thickening as the hours of daylight shorten.
The initial multitude of colours merges into a soft brown, preparing
to rot down.
Those sunsets, for a week or so burning brightly at close of day,
increasing in intensity before slowly being enveloped by “the dying
of the light”. The Seven Sisters silhouetting the spectacle, whilst
cycling up Lodes Lane was crowned in the East by the huge
orange full moon rising above Shelthorn Hill; “Do not go gentle into
that good night”.
Nick, Millcross

CHRISTMAS WORDS AND WINE…
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Ho! Ho! Ho!
The Kingston Players invite you to an evening of
seasonal readings at Kingston Village Hall on Friday
14th December at 7:30pm.
Tickets will be available on the door, and will cost £5 (including a
glass of mulled wine and a mince pie). A licensed bar will also be
available.
mbigg@sky.com
https://www.facebook/K.St.M.Players/

tel. 01823 451431

CAROLS IN THE CATTLESHED
MONDAY 17th DEC. 6.30 - 7.30pm
Tetton Farm, Tarr Lane, TA2 8HY
Everyone is welcome to join us to sing carols and other
Christmas songs. There will be short readings but mainly
the evening is all about singing and celebrating the
festive season.
You will be rewarded with mulled wine and mince pies.
There is no charge, but donations are happily accepted
for our charities (S.U.R.E and Broomfield Church).
Follow the star signs from the village. Please join us.
The House family (451619)

Special pre-Christmas
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Wednesday Café
Kingston St Mary Village Hall

(every second Wednesday of the month)

12th December, 2.00 - 4.00pm (£1.00 entrance)
Some of the children from Kingston School will be joining us
for a short while to entertain us with their singing.
Please come along and give then your support.
There will be mulled wine (for adults only!) and mince pies

Need more information? Contact one of the following:
Annie Trolley – 451312 Jean Alger-Green – 451732
N.B. Local lifts available: phone one of the above for details

WALKING FOR HEALTH…
Walking for Health - Wednesday 12th December
We will be continuing with our gentle walks on
some of our footpaths and roads through the
winter months. Please come with footwear suitable
for the more muddy conditions!
We meet at the Church Car Park at 1:45 to start
at 2pm, and will be walking for 30-40 minutes. We always return
to the Village Hall where the Wednesday Cafe will provide a cuppa
and cake for £1.00 if you would like.
For more details, contact Nigel Hounslow on 451358, Jackie
Aldrich on 451696, Paul Trolley on 451312, or Heather Saxton
on 451210
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DRAGON QUILTERS….
There will be an exhibition of work by our local
quilting group, Dragon Quilters, and others on
Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th December
between 11.00am and 3.00 pm at the Lavender
Barn, Westleigh, Broomfield.
You are very welcome to come and have a look at our
work. Entrance is free, and there will also be a chance to buy
your last-minute Christmas presents.
Please contact 01823 240041 if you need more details.

KINGSTON ST MARY W.I.
At the November meeting, Derek Robinson was
introduced as the speaker for the evening. His topic was
the RNLI. It was founded in 1824, and was then known
as the National Institute for the Preservation of Life from
Shipwreck. It became the RNLI in 1854. Volunteers make up 95% of
the 4,700 crew. It costs £46,000 to operate each day. The first all
women crew did not start operating until 2011. Well-deserved thanks
were given by Sandra Matthews.
The President, Kathy Pugh, gave a report on the Annual Autumn
Council Meeting held at Westlands Sports Club, Yeovil. The guest
speaker had been Jennie Bond, who had been Royal correspondent.
Kathy was lucky to win the Denman Dip money which will go towards a
visit to the W.I. Denman College to learn a craft of her choice.
Dates were given for the craft afternoon – 29th November at Margaret’s.
Names were taken of members who wished to attend the Carol Service
at Lydeard St Lawrence Church on 3rd December.

Next meeting: 5th December - members are requested to bring
ribbon, baubles, cones and greenery to make Christmas
wreaths. The competition is a Christmas cracker.
Janet Lovell
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PRIORSWOOD LIBRARY…
CAN YOU HELP KEEP IT OPEN?
Priorswood Library is an important resource for the Priorswood
community, and is also used by residents of Staplegrove, Kingston
St Mary, Cheddon Fitzpaine and West Monkton.
Somerset County Council (SCC) is at the end of a long consultation
to redesign library services in Somerset. Out of 34 libraries, 19 will
remain open as usual. But 15, including Priorswood, will need a
viable Community Library Partnership (CLP) to stay open.
The Friends of Taunton Library, in liaison with a Friends of
Priorswood library group, are submitting an 'Expression of Interest'
to form such a CLP. Key elements of the plan include:
(1) raising funds (which could be match-funded by SCC) to install
an electronic access and security system to allow you to enter,
take out and return books during unstaffed periods, and
(2) finding volunteers who are willing to undergo County Council
training to assist with routine tasks such as re-shelving and
assisting the public with photocopying etc, in order to free-up
librarians' time.
If you can volunteer even 2-3 hours a week or if you know
someone who can, please contact either:
Cllr Giuseppe Fraschini (SCC councillor for Taunton North)
glfraschini@somerset.gov.uk or mobile 07859 970530, or
Brenda Weston (Friends of Taunton Library) on 01823 423275 or
brendadweston@hotmail.co.uk.
Help us keep Priorswood Library open!
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Dilly Bradley

A PROUD MILITARY WIFE - PART 1…
The following article was written and read out at the November
Remembrance Day Service at Kingston Church by Caroline
Spencer, a local farmer.
It touched the hearts of many people at the service and Caroline
was asked to allow us to put it in Link-Up for others to read. We
have split it in to 3 sections, which you will be able to read over the
following months.
Most of you know me as a farmer. But I am also an
incredibly proud Military Wife. As we remember those
brave men and women who lost their lives through the
wars, I would like us to spend a moment today thinking
about those who are left behind and I would like to tell
you a little bit about what it’s like to be a Military Wife in
the modern day.
My husband Richard joined the Signal Regiment over 30 years ago
and in the nearly 17 years that I have known him, I have watching
him go to Iraq 3 times and Afghanistan once. He also served in
Gulf War One and in Bosnia before I met him. While I remain on
our farm with our family, Richard’s job moves around and he is
currently based in Bristol but always home at weekends.
I had a bit of training for this role as my sister Annabel was in the
army and served in Northern Ireland, Germany and Macedonia.
However, it is very different when your spouse gets the call to go to
war. The first time he went away, my sister said to me “Don’t
worry, you will be able to listen to John Humphreys on the radio in
complete confidence that he won’t mention Richard’s name”.
There is a 24-hour news blackout if something dreadful happens,
and I will get a knock on the door first. No telegrams these days. So
I suppose it was comforting. Inshallah I will never get that knock on
the door.
Once the regiment gets the order to deploy, the activity begins in
earnest. We get a rough date which seems so far away. We are
told they will be away for a 6-month tour, but that’s not exactly true.
For a start they will probably be away for nearly 7 and they fail to
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tell you that they will be training intensively for about 4 months
before they leave. So, in reality your spouse isn’t really yours for
nearly a year. Long weeks of training lie ahead. We had to sacrifice
many a weekend while they were training somewhere on Salisbury
Plain. I imagine in 1914 something very similar happened as the
young keen volunteers went off to train and the families were
oblivious to what they were entering into.
As the date for Richard to leave comes closer, the spare
room is commandeered. Piles of kit in varying shades of
green and brown start appearing. Every so often I peep
around the door just to see how the piles are growing
and wonder how on earth it is all going to fit into the
bergen (that’s a rucksack to you and me). New kit
keeps being delivered depending on how many times
the MOD redesign the uniform. Our troops are very well
supplied these days but I expect 100 years ago our boys had very
little and I would have had to learn how to knit them spare socks.
The first time I saw Richard deploy was when he was living in
London. I was going to drop him off at the military airport. The huge
bergen was packed along with a day sac and another holdall. It
was all piled up in the kitchen ready to be taken to the car. I
remember vividly the moment it all became real. First, he put his
military helmet and his heavy body armour on the top of the bags
and then he put on this chain – his dog tags.
On them are engraved his blood group, army number, his surname
and his religion. There are 2 discs on this chain. Should the worse
happen, one disk stays with the soldier and one is taken back to
HQ for notification purposes. It sends a shudder down my spine
every time I see this chain. When it appears on the kitchen table,
then I know he is going to war.
To be continued…
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What’s on in December…
Sat

1

Craft fair, Kingston Village Hall

Wed 5

Kingston WI, p.12

Sun

9

Cheddon Carol Service, p.16

Mon

10

Christmas Music Morning, the Grange, Kingston

Wed 12

Walk for health, page 11

Wed
Wed
Thu
Thu
Fri
Fri
Sun
Mon
Wed
Wed
Fri
Mon
Thu

Wednesday Café, page 11
Gardening Club, page 8
*Kingston Walking Group, 10.00, church car park
Cheddon Parish Council meeting, page 22
Kingston Players Christmas words and wine, page 10
Cheddon & West Monkton Film Club, page 20
Kingston Carol Service, Kingston Church, page 16
Carols in the Cattleshed, page 10
Informal Communion, page 26
Broomfield Carol Service, pages 24 &16
Carol Singing, Cheddon, page 26
Crib & Christingle Service, Kingston Church, p.17
*Kingston Walking Group, 10.00, church car park

12
12
13
13
14
14
16
17
19
19
21
24
27

and in January…
Fri
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Surprise Event! Kingston Village Hall, page 19

Some regular events….
Pilates (11.30) and Keep Fit (12.45pm) Tuesdays,
Kingston Village Hall. Call Alison Roberts on 01823 672617
or 07850 507489 for details.
Babies’ and Toddlers’ Group every Monday morning
(term-time only, 9.00 – 11.00am), Kingston Church.
Everyone is welcome to join us for a cup of tea!
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*Kingston Walking Group – contact Sandra Matthews,
01823 451941, or gracemeg4@aol.com
Badminton & Table Tennis - every Monday, Kingston
Village Hall, 7.45pm - contact Janet Braund,
j.braund@btinternet.com
If you would like to flag up a forthcoming event in any of our three
parishes over the next 12 months, do let the next editor know.
Please include a telephone number so anyone else planning an
event can contact you.
This list is intended as a guide only, to aid event planning.

Don’t forget to take a look at our village websites too:
www.kstm.uk/
www.broomfieldparish.org
www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Eve Turner – 4
William Sweeting - 4
Alexander John Parkinson - 4
Make sure to mark this date on next year’s calendar:

Friday 18th January, 7.00pm
Venue: Kingston Village Hall
Event: You’ll have to wait and see January’s Link-Up!
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CHEDDON & WEST MONKTON FILM CLUB
FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER
Join us for this special community film evening
Christmas Party Night 
Mull & Mince Pies 
Free Tea or Coffee 
Short film – ‘Dinner for One ‘

‘THE BOOKSHOP’
Free-spirited widow Florence Green risks everything
to open a bookshop in a conservative coastal town.
While bringing about a surprising cultural awakening,
she earns the polite but ruthless opposition. As
Florence's obstacles amass and bear suspicious
signs of a local power struggle, she is forced to ask: is
there a place for a bookshop in a town that may not
want one?
Drama - 113 minutes PG
CHEDDON FITZPAINE MEMORIAL HALL
DOORS OPEN 6.30pm FOR REFRESHMENTS
SHORT FILM: 7.00pm

MAIN FILM - 7.15pm approx

TICKETS £6 AT THE DOOR
cwmfilmclub@cheddonmovies.com
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01823 412278

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS…
KINGSTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL…
Village organisations requiring help with finances or resources from
the Parish Council should submit their requests in writing to the
Parish clerk. The clerk can then put the request onto the agenda for
the next meeting for consideration by the council.
Ken Taylor (Acting Chair)
Tel: 01823 451556

Caroline Roche
Tel: 01823 430876 (Clerk)

CHEDDON PARISH COUNCIL…
Something very special happened in our parish on Friday the 9th of
November 2018: an event, which so deeply moved all who
attended – old and young – that it will surely never be forgotten by
a single one. The special event was the dedication ceremony and
inaugural planting of the First-World-War commemorative
Somerset Wood.
Located within the broader landscape of an extensive new Country
Park to the south-east of Cheddon village, the woodland will
eventually contain 11,281 broad-leaved trees – one for every
service man and woman associated with our county, who fell in The
Great War. A large audience braved the elements to pay their
respects and were told by Mrs. Anne Maw that the dedicating of
Somerset Wood was the greatest official duty she had ever
performed in her capacity as Lord Lieutenant of Somerset.
Although this major project is still in its infancy, it is already clear
that it is striking a chord across the county and taking on a life of its
own. There will be plenty of well-publicised opportunities for local
residents to become involved. Do what you can, and feel
proud! This looks set to become the jewel in the crown of our
Garden Town.
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The Parish Council meeting on 8 November 2018 was attended
by Shirlene Adam, Director of TDBC, who explained that a
Declaration of Trust is required to pass the first 30 acres of land for
the Country Park from TDBC to Cheddon Fitzpaine and West
Monkton Parish Councils for ongoing future management and
maintenance. This legal process will take the next few
months. Only then will there be public access to the fields;
however, the footpath (T5/17) from Yallands Hill northwards up
Allen’s Brook towards Goosenford currently has public access from
where you can view the Dedication Stone for the memorial for
Somerset Wood.
Please see the December newsletter for events in December –
including the Christmas activities in the area. The newsletter is
delivered to every house in Cheddon Fitzpaine, with spare copies
at Cheddon Church, the Crown Medical Centre Medical Centre, the
two Reception Desks at Northwalls Grange; and is also available
on the Parish website. If you would like the newsletter sent to you
please contact the clerk who administers an email distribution to
those who have an interest in the parish but may not live in the
area.
Next Parish Council meeting: 13 December 2018 at 7.00pm in
Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall. This is open to everyone and
you are invited to hear the discussion regarding these exciting
ongoing plans for the area.
Denise Webber, Chairman - 07788 522266
denise.webber@cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk
Jo Pearson, Parish Clerk - 07891 529809
cheddon@live.co.uk
www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk/council
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BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL…
Broomfield Parish Council (and others) have been asked to
publicise the following:
SURVIVING WINTER APPEAL
This appeal is run every year by the Somerset Community
Foundation. It encourages people to join the growing number of
contributors who donate some or all of their Winter Fuel Payment to
help local people living in fuel poverty. This year, any online
donations to the campaign made during the week-long Big Give
Christmas Challenge - midday Tuesday 27 November to midday
Tuesday 4 December - will be doubled!
Last year, over 500 older people living in fuel poverty in Somerset
were helped to keep warm and better connected through the winter
months, thanks to pensioners and other local donors who gave to
Surviving Winter. Help Somerset Community Foundation to help
more isolated and vulnerable older people this year.
To donate to Surviving Winter, visit www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter
or call 01749 344949. Please remember that all donations will help
the Surviving Winter campaign, but if you donate online between
midday Tuesday 27 November and midday Tuesday 4 December
your donation will be doubled.
BRIDGWATER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - SUPPLY CHAIN
REGISTER
Bridgwater Chamber aims to create a supply chain register for the
£300 million worth of non-Hinkley Point C projects starting soon in
the area. It wants to ensure that all local businesses, from sole
traders to small and medium sized enterprises, can register their
interest in this work to have a chance to both grow their business
and be actively involved in the redevelopment of the area.
More details of how to register are on the website
http://www.bridgwaterchamber.org.uk/
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REQUEST FOR MINCE PIES AND RED WINE…
Wednesday 19th December, 7pm is Broomfield's Carols
by Candlelight, followed by Mulled Wine and Mince
Pies in the Village Hall.
Bottles of a modest red wine are requested as usual
please for mulling. In advance to porch of Fyne Court Farm,
opposite the church (Mr & Mrs Purdy's) or the Benefice Office,
Kingston 9-2 Mon, Tues, Wed or Fridays. Please mark 'For
Broomfield'!
Donations of mince pies to the Hall as you arrive on 19thplease.
Looking forward to seeing you.
Sue Goldfield Duckspool Farm 01823 451305

UPDATE FROM TRACEY, CHEDDON PIONEER
ORDINAND…
I can hear lots of people saying ‘what is a pioneer ordinand?’, so
perhaps this explanation will help. In the church, Pioneers are
people who spend our time mostly with people in their
communities, outside the church building, with those who do not go
to Church. We enjoy meeting people in their everyday situations
and have a heart for seeking fresh ways of being Church in the
local community. I am also an Ordinand, which
means I am in training to become ordained in the Church of
England. Here is an update on what we have being doing recently:
CONNECTING WITH CHEDDON SCHOOL:
Take 5: Happens at Cheddon school every Monday morning and
offers parents, carers and friends of the school a breathing space,
time to talk to others and a few minutes each week to catch our
breath. This is proving to be a popular opportunity to meet
likeminded others and over this month it has been great to get to
know some of the local families and hear their ideas for future
community events. If you are taking a child to school on a Monday
morning please come and join us in the hall - we are there from
0845 until1015.
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Collective Worship: It is a great joy to be working with small
groups of children to develop collective worship at Cheddon
School. We meet during their lunch times and support the children
to expand their idea around specific themes. This half term our
theme is ‘trust’ and the first group will lead collective worship on
12th November.
Celebrating the Journey of Life at Cheddon Church:
Reverend Mary and I had lots of fun when classes 2 and 3 came to
join us in church to learn about Baptism and Marriage. This was a
lovely opportunity for the children to role-play a wedding and a
baptism, which in turn aided their understanding of the role the
Church plays in its local parish and wider society.
Drop In: During the school’s recent teacher and parent evening, a
group of willing volunteers helped to run a drop-in session for
children. Our aim was to offer parents a safe place to leave their
children whilst they met with the teachers. This was a much-valued
resource with twenty-four children dropping in. We kept them busy
by playing games, creating a collage and painting poppies of
remembrance onto pebbles. The pebbles were later gifted to some
residents at Gotton Manor who reflected on them as part of a
special armistice service led by Reverend Maureen Doble.
WHAT’S HAPPENING ON NORTHWALLS GRANGE ESTATE?
The Couch to 5k running group: are doing well! We
continue to meet on Thursday evenings and are now
half way through the programme. We are keen to
encourage others to join us and you are welcome to do
this at any stage.
Informal Communion: Reverend Mary and I are hosting an
informal communion service at 4 Garden Close, Northwalls Estate,
Cheddon Fitzpaine on Wednesday 21st November and Wednesday
19th December at 2pm. This is a quiet time of prayer, a short bible
reading and reflection, followed by communion. We are a very
friendly, open group and we would love to welcome you.
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Christmas Carol Singing: Please come and join us for festivities
and Carol Singing on Friday 21st December at 6pm.
We are meeting at 4 Garden Close, Northwalls
Grange. Mince pies and mulled wine will be on offer,
we will then be singing our way around the local community. We hope
to stop at various points including Nerrols and Waterleaze areas.
Please do not hesitate to call me on 07865 489753 if you would like
to chat or find out more about any of the forthcoming events.
With all good wishes

Tracey Hallett, Pioneer Ordinand

A GREENER CHRISTMAS…
There’s no reason why we can’t enjoy Christmas as we’ve always done,
whilst being mindful of the environment. But a bit of tweaking might
make for a greener Christmas, and perhaps a less stressful one.
Christmas presents
A friend of mine says that unless you can eat it, read it or wear it, don’t
give it as a gift. I wouldn’t go quite that far, but this year it’s worth
thinking about how useful our gifts are going to be for the recipients. I’ve
been guilty of buying the desperate token gift in the past. And in all
likelihood, it comes heavily packaged and ends up in a cupboard. No
more. I’m asking what people want or agreeing to a present amnesty.
Yay! Some families agree to do a Secret Santa and buy for one family
member only, or set a limit on spending. There’s nothing wrong with
giving generously …just as long as it’s useful. My grandchildren are
going to receive boring things their mum says they need, and I’m certain
they won’t notice. Even scaled down Christmases tend towards excess
where children are concerned. (Meany Grumpy Greeny Granny…moi?)
You might like to set an example with green gifts such as shampoo
soap bars, wax wrap as a substitute for clingfilm, loofah scourers or
even a Guppybag to collect microfibres in the washing machine. It’s the
kind of thing that I get excited about, anyway!
Wrapping paper
Somerset Waste Partnership will recycle wrapping paper as long as it’s
not the shiny metallic stuff, but they like the sticky tape removed. I’ve
25

been saving tissue paper and might use string, as I can never find the
end of the Sellotape anyway! Brown paper is the in thing this year
apparently.
Christmas trees
If you have an artificial tree, great… get it out of the attic. If you want a
real one, try to source a locally grown tree so its carbon footprint is
limited. Better still, buy one in a pot and take on the challenge of
keeping it alive until next year. Mine looked dead for a long time but
miraculously came to life when I remembered to water it. Check out
Somerset Waste guidelines for disposing of your real cut tree…I think
that if you leave it out for the bin collection it risks ending up in landfill
(😟😟), but if you take it to the tip it will be shredded for mulch (😁😁).
Food
Christmas is about celebrating the Christian nativity, sharing time with
family and friends, taking time off work and eating. Lots. It only happens
once a year and we may as well enjoy it, but let’s keep an eye on
potential food waste and not buy more than we need. Just saying.
Wishing you all a very wonderful Christmas, Dixie

HOSPITAL TRANSPORT & EMERGENCY PRESCRIPTIONS
The following people have kindly offered to collect your prescription
or take patients from the appropriate parish to or from hospital:
For residents of Kingston Parish only:
Sonia Pether
451311
Fay Huleatt Boyd
451891
Jenny Fisher
451332*
(*prescriptions only
For residents of Cheddon Fitzpaine parish only:
Liz Thompson
451529
Ann Pugh
412810
Mary Gunning
412179
If you are able to offer transport for this purpose, then all offers will
be gratefully received. Please ring the above numbers
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WINDOW ON THE PAST: “THE DEPARTED VICARS OF

THIS PLACE….”

In April 1338, the Dean of Taunton received a startling
communication from the Bishop of Bath and Wells, stating
that Richard de Rokebere was “pretending to be the vicar of
Kynggestone”, and no revenues were henceforth to be paid to
him. The Dean hastened to Kingston and read aloud the letter
in the presence of 200 and more parishioners and others. The
said Richard immediately retorted: “If the Bishop has
excommunicated me, I excommunicate him” and donning his
vestments, celebrated Mass - the doors being closed to
prevent the entry of the Dean and his witnesses. He was
subsequently imprisoned and another priest instituted.
However, the charges against him appear to have been
unfounded, for two years later he was re-instated, the Court of
Canterbury having ordered that ‘fulness of justice to be done’.
Harsh penalties were exacted by mediaeval Church Courts,
held regularly to deal with a variety of matters. All clergy and
preachers must be licensed as well as schoolmasters, doctors,
(locally Arthur Standfast was accused of ‘practicing phisick
without licence’) and midwives possibly baptizing weakly
infants. Churchwardens reported clergy shortcomings in
failing to take services or catechize children or, as at Cheddon,
not having sermons every month, but only “six or seven a
year”. Kingston’s vicar, Martin Lawry, was denounced for
having “two wives living at one time named Catharine Burlecy
the first living in deavensheere and she that is now living with
him Ann Fenton…..it doubted whether they were marryed or
not….also for divers other enormities” His curate had no
licence, had consented to the “lewd life of Lawry and Fenton”
and had altered the Prayer Book service “in many pointes”
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Three vicars are perpetuated in the names of
local properties, Camplins and Winpenny.
Richard Camplin and his son Thomas served
for over fifty years between them. Richard
succeeded Reverend Cresson, apparently a
stand-in for a short time, who had a charge
made against him concerning his servant maid;
he married her and departed to Dorset. John Winpenny stayed
for almost forty years, marked by a major dispute concerning
churchwardens, with the eventual ruling that “they must be
chosen by respective tenements according the usual and most
ancient custom”.
There was also disagreement between the Vicar and Mr
Bamfylde of Hestercombe, the latter said to have had “an
ancient seat in the chancel belonging to the Vicarage taken
down and destroyed so that a new one had to be erected….”
While James Brown was Vicar, his friend John Wesley visited
him and there met a young curate from South Petherton who
became Dr Coke, a distinguished Methodist. One of Brown’s
curates was Rowland Hill whose evangelical ideas were not
popular with some parishioners; he was pelted with mud and
burnt in effigy.

The longest record of fifty-nine years’ service is held by Aaron
Foster. Inevitably standards slipped; a former inhabitant
recalled that in the 1840s snuff was freely handed round
during services. When a national church attendance census
was taken in 1851, shortly before the Vicar’s death, aged 87,
the curate noted that “owing to the present state of the
incumbent it is impossible to answer the questions”. His
successor certainly found the church and vicarage in a poor
state of repair. He was soon asking, in vain, for an increase in
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his £200 annual income, claiming he had a great deal to do
with a scattered population of nearly one thousand.

In 1871 Isaac Gale was inducted and was soon the lucky
inhabitant of a new vicarage. His family were much loved.
After a winter spent in southern France on account of his
wife’s delicate health, their carriage was welcomed home by
villagers lining the road and gifts were presented in delight at
their return.
A lecture by reverend Gale on the church fabric was used as a
basis for the first Church Guide. After his death, his son found
other notes contributing towards the knowledge of the parish
to this day. The ‘Light of the World’ glass in the early lancet
window was given in memory of Mrs Gale.

Audrey Mead

TO THE EDITOR….

Kingston St Mary Film Nights
Could I through your pages and on behalf of the
Village Hall Committee please pass on a big thank
you to Serena Lumley for organising the Film
Nights in our village hall. Not only have they
been greeted with great enthusiasm from villagers
and others, but they have also contributed to the
much-needed hall coffers. Well done Serena.
Andrew Wilcox
Village Hall Secretary

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST & FOUND…

There is no charge for these notices. However, because of limited
space, please keep wording to a maximum of 50 words.
FOR SALE: Vax Bare Floor Cleaner, brand new, never used £12.00. Amcor 220 Humidifier, white, 25” high, approx.12” x 12”
square, used once only - £45.00. Tel. 01823 321904 (Staplegrove)
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WANTED: Kind landowner/farmer who would let me do some
metal-detecting on their land. All finds legally reported and split
with landowner. Please call Paul Wyatt, on 07917 733810.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISEMENTS…
A commercial advertisement – approx. 1/3 of an A5 page, may be
placed at a cost of £8.00, at the discretion of and following
discussion with the Editor.

CHRISTMAS TURKEYS
FREE-RANGE

OVEN-READY

Wide range of sizes available
Competitive prices
Happy, healthy birds reared locally in the Quantocks
For more details call 01823 451752

Natural Christmas Wreath Workshop
Saturday 15th December 10.00 – 12.30
Fyne Court, Broomfield
£30.00 per person, includes all materials and refreshments
To book a place please email or telephone us
flowersfromthequantocks@gmail.com

Karen, The Somerset Cut Flower Garden 01823 451739, or
Jan, Blooming Acre 01278 671560
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Do you need help to live independently in your
own home?
•
•
•
•

Personal Care
Domestic Help
Shopping
Transport to Activities
& Appointments

• Meal Preparation
• Trips Out
• Companionship
• Sitting Service

I am a caring, professional lady with over 20 years experience and can provide a
bespoke care package to help... whatever your needs.
For more information and rates call Jan on:

Tel: 01823 33 33 00 or Mob: 07803 005 350
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