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FROM THE EDITOR …

Keep a watch out for boxing hares this month.
Up until recently it was thought that it was the
male hares that were fighting to win the
hearts of the females. However, it has now
been shown that is not the case. The so
called ‘boxing’ is actually a male and female
together. The female is trying to explain to the male that he should
“shove off” because she isn’t interested!
A bumper filled Link-Up this month with lots to do in all three parishes.
In particular, there are many ways to get/keep fit: attend Pilates and
Keep Fit classes, take part in a ‘health walk’, go along and help with
one of the Clean Up Britain Litter Picks.
And to help keep the mind active go along to the coffee mornings/
afternoons, play board games, attend one of the community cinemas,
enjoy the am.dram., take part in a quiz at the Gardening Club, attend a
meeting, learn bell ringing or have a curry with friends. And for the
younger generation make sure you go along to the Youth Club at
Kingston which can be enjoyed by all children in the 3 parishes.
There is something for everyone this month. So get up out of that cosy
armchair. Spring is just around the corner and it’s time to get moving!

Annie Trolley
Indoors or out, no one relaxes in March, that month
of wind and taxes. The wind will presently disappear,
the taxes last us all the year.”
Ogden Nash
LINK-UP is the community magazine for the parishes of Broomfield, Cheddon Fitzpaine and Kingston St
Mary. Any views in LINK-UP are not necessarily those of the Editor(s), the editorial staff or the LINK-UP
board. The board gratefully acknowledges the support of all whose advertisements appear in our
magazine. However, the inclusion in LINK-UP does not imply recommendation. The LINK-UP board
reserves the right to accept any material and advertisement at its discretion.
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JANETTE WARBOYS
Janette Warboys passed away peacefully in her sleep in the early
hours of Tuesday 2nd January. She departed this life in the same
bedroom that she had been sleeping in for almost 52 years at
Raswell House, Broomfield.
Many will remember Janette for her devotion and worship at both
Broomfield and Kingston St Mary churches. She keenly
participated in the cleaning of the altar linen as well as the
churches themselves and the making of floral arrangements. The
Church and the Christian faith meant everything to her.
Janette was born in Sheffield in May 1924 and spent many happy
childhood holidays on her grandparents’ farm in Lincolnshire.
During the war Janette joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service as a
range finder in a mobile anti-aircraft battery. She was posted
around the country, sleeping under canvas. Her major claim to
fame was shooting down a Doodle-bug. It was during these years
that she met and became engaged to John, who was training to be
a doctor. In 1948 they married and in 1957 moved to Taunton
when John secured a post at Musgrove Park Hospital. Always
wishing to move to the country, Raswell House was purchased in
1966.
Janette was an excellent housekeeper and mother, raising two
boys. She was an extremely good cook, every meal was freshly
prepared. Clothes were mended and nothing was wasted.
Caravanning holidays both at home and abroad were greatly
enjoyed. Labradors, that were always totally spoilt, proved to be
faithful companions for over 40 years. Janette was a keen
gardener and looked forward to the annual Broomfield Plant Sale.
She was also a fine artist and indulged in marquetry, then oil
painting and finally porcelain painting producing some exquisite
works.
For in excess of 25 years Janette was a hardworking member of
the Red Cross and also supported many other humanitarian
charitable organisations.
Janette was a very caring, compassionate person who was always
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thinking of others. Her deep and unfailing religious faith sustained
her through her entire life. She will be sorely missed by many and
now lays at rest with her beloved husband John.
Andrew Warboys

ACROSS THE FIELD
The cold weather brings in the birds to the garden and the bird
table. Come the Big Bird Count, the weather turned milder. Not
as many birds, but the regulars did not let us down. The black
caps are still with us and also just two goldfinches. I have had two
reports of blue tits inspecting bird nesting boxes.
Back in May/June 1989, we were living at the
farm and we were given a pair of barn owls in
the hope that they would breed. An enclosure
was built and the owls were installed. We had
access to dead chicks and friends supplied us
with road kill and mice caught by the family cat.
These were usually stored in the freezer and brought to us frozen.
In due course 3 eggs were laid and hatched into “ugly, dirty
snowballs”; one male and two females. The male was named
Nelson because of his ‘sticky’ eye. Then, due to the outside
calling of another barn owl, the parents escaped and we were left
to bring up 3 owlets. Each day they were brought in a white
bucket to the kitchen table (covered in newspaper) and were handfed with chopped up chicks and rabbit with the skin and bone
attached. They were ugly looking! We have photos of them at the
various stages of growth. People came from far and wide to view
them and we even got into the Somerset County Gazette. When
they started flying around the kitchen they were fed in their
enclosure. Nelson, being treated with eye ointment from the vet,
but first catch your bird! When they were fully grown we swapped
our two beautiful females for another female which came from
West Hatch Animal Centre. Nelson and Emma, as we called her,
never bred and Nelson’s eye never healed. We kept then for
many years. When Nelson died, Emma followed the following
year. This year we have had reports of a pair of barn owls in the
area and we like to think that they are descendants of our first pair
of barn owls that escaped.
Janet Lovell
Rainfall January 2018 72mm January 2017 51mm
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FROM THE TRACTOR SHED
When I left school I worked on a small dairy farm on the Somerset
Levels which meant that in a wet autumn the land flooded and the
cows had to be put into the cowsheds early. They were yoked in a
long line with a feeding manger in front and a dung gutter behind.
Having been a lavatory attendant with barrow, brush, fork and
hose pipe for many weeks, I was glad to see the month of March
when the grass started to grow and turning out time for the cows
was near. Being a lavatory attendant to a long line of cows was a
dangerous job. Most days one cow would take a dislike to
movement behind her and kick out which could catch ‘e in some
unwelcome places. Or, if a cow had a cough when passing dung,
you got covered! Although these cows were yoked by the neck
24/7 they never appeared unhappy. They had clean water in front
of them and they laid on a raised floor which was always dry.
They were milked by hand twice a day and had clean straw
bedding after each milking. They were fed with ‘cow cake’ and hay
twice a day and each cow had a two-handed basketful of sliced
mangolds in the afternoon. These mangolds had to be cleaned
and then put through a machine to slice them, turned by hand.
The hay was not baled like today, but loose in a hay loft. It was cut
out in big squares with a hay knife, 2ft by 3ft and about 2ft deep.
After it had been cut, it was balanced on your head, with your cap
on back to front to stop the hay seeds going down the back of your
shirt.
You gingerly stepped backwards down the ladder and across the
yard hoping the wind was not blowing through the low doorway
and into the forestall (a passageway in front of the cows). Having
safely negotiated all of these obstacles, a cow would reach out
with her tongue and pull the hay off your head.
“Naughty cow” or words to that effect!
You can understand why we looked forward to
March because we had no electric in the cowshed.
The only light we had was a tilly lantern powered by
paraffin and lit by methylated spirits, which was an
art in itself!
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When we had finished work for the day in the cowshed all the
sliding doors had to be stuffed with straw round the edges to stop
any draught, for if a cow’s udder was exposed to a draught she
would get mastitis; a danger to any dairy cow. This is why there
was never a dull moment on a dairy farm, for all the cows had to
be seen before you went to bed. Any cows that were in loose
boxes and expecting to calve were likely to be seen again about 2
o’clock in the morning.
As I was a good hand-milker (I started when I was a school boy) I
would go and help out at the neighbouring farms if any farmers
were ill, after I had milked the boss’s
cows.
I well remember one old farmer. In my
haste I had left milk in one cow but the
farmer could not get a squirt out of her.
I had a job to hide my smile. The
secret is to get the cow relaxed by
talking to her and scratching her side,
or even singing to her – and the milk
would pour out.
When haymaking was in full swing I had to help to milk two herds
and because it was summer all the milk had to be cooled.
Sometimes it was gone 10 o’clock before we finished. After the
cows had vacated the cowshed there was a big heap of straw-filled
manure left which had to be man-handled by horse and putt (cart)
to be taken to a field to rot down to fertilise next year’s mangel
crop. Green Christmas, a white Easter, I well remember when the
cows were out to grass and we had six inches of snow.
Perce

Editor: When I was young and helping on my aunt and uncle’s
farm , Auntie Win and I used to dance the polka down the middle
of the milking parlour and sing. She always said this would
encourage the girls to give more milk!
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WINDOW ON THE PAST
Growth Of Literacy
When, in 1538, it was ordered that every parish was to keep
Register books of Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, the general
public was “in greate feat and mistrust that more charges than had
been levied in times past might be imposed”. Luckily for them that
was not the purpose of this order, so it was a false alarm! Many of
the registers still exist and they are invaluable to local historians
tracing ancestors etc. To safeguard them from fire and damp the
Archivists like to keep them in ideal conditions with just the ones in
use remaining in the church. When kept in the parish they were
supposed to be stored in a heavy box, generally with the
churchwardens’ initials on it, or in the parish chest where there had
to be 3 keys, each for a different lock, so the Vicar and 2
churchwardens must all be present on its opening. The Record
books were usually faithfully kept except for a few years at the time
of the Civil War. Before 1538 the entries were made on sheets of
paper, very likely to be lost or damaged, and a conscientious priest
made sure that these were copied and added to the Records.
The question of literacy arises here. At one time the priest’s Latin,
used for church services, might have been
better than his English, but certainly after the
Reformation he would be asked for help in
such situations as drawing up a will, even
helping with inventories etc. The gentry had
long been making sure that their children
could read and write as needed for business and trade, especially
for the boys. There were early day and boarding schools which
they attended, or they were sent to a suitable family to learn
basics. Young Ladies Academies for the girls began by the 1700s,
such as the one in Kingston and later Cheddon. The alternative to
this was a governess and there were several of these in all 3
parishes (a lonely life as you were not likely to be considered one
of the family and yet ‘above’ the servants) They were often not that
well educated themselves but they did have a Mutual Association
and Benevolent Institution by the early 1800s.
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The majority of the population gradually learnt the 3 Rs, perhaps in
the family, and by the 1700s Sunday Schools, with 70-80 pupils at
Kingston, were started. The leader in this movement was Hannah
More in the Mendips, who wanted all to be able to read ‘The Great
Book’. She, and others, were not so keen on pupils being taught
writing, as it might lead them to use this inappropriately! Village
schools became more numerous, but schooling was not
compulsory until 1850. Enmore was the first school to adopt the
system where older pupils taught the younger ones, eventually
leading to the Pupil Teacher scheme which offered bright
youngsters a good chance of eventually becoming qualified. And
so the children, or those willing to learn, had the opportunity to, at
any rate, sign their name rather than the anonymous X when the
time came to add up their money, if they ever had any!
By the 1830s Kingston’s Reading Room was popular and here
were newspapers and periodicals so enough villagers were eager
to enjoy their ability to read. Probably used by the men and
thought by the women to be a better place for them than the pub!
Local gentry took an interest in supplying reading matter and some
financial support. It was where ‘Chaces’ is now. Sadly in 1912
the front wall (made of cob) of the Reading Room fell out and the
noise of its fall was heard in the school. Books etc. then became
available in a room at Mill Cross.
Eventually libraries were set up in all 3
parish schools, opening after the children
had left. The Somerset County Council
undertook the supply of books from 1918
and the right to be literate was considered
to exist for everyone.
After schooling became compulsory ‘school pence’ were required
from the parents until 1891. The amount varied according to the
father’s occupation and sometimes the number of children in the
family. Writing and Arithmetic were always taught and also some
‘extra’ subjects for which teachers could gain payment by results.
Some of the parents and employers were concerned that the
pupils would ‘better themselves’ and not settle to the old routine
way of life. But literacy was here to stay and books available to be
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enjoyed. You could read your own letters, not having to ask
anyone for help in deciphering them. In the first half of the 1900s
some households would have a local paper and probably pass it
onto neighbours or see it in the Reading Room at Kingston or at
Park End, Hestercombe.
How did you learn to read? Many of us would have enjoyed a
parent reading a much-loved book to us and following the words.
Tell Link Up …….
Audrey Mead

What a good thing I have mice.
Having put out food for the wood-mice each
night to try to take photos, then on the
morning of the 29th of January
all the food was gone and the food dishes
clean. the mice are not that tidy! Then checking
the night-cam no mice but a hedgehog.
The weather had been mild so it must have woken up and been
hungry. I wonder if it was one of my regular visitors from last
summer. If so did it remember where to get food? Since then, it’s
been coming each night even when there’s a hard frost.
Just seen my first frog spawn in the pond – Saturday, 10th
February.
Denis Bridel

Link Up Garden Club AGM – 21st March
which will be followed by a fun quiz on gardening items etc. with
Mike Short as the quizmaster. Please come
and support the club, we need more people on
the committee as 3 members are standing down
and without a committee there will be no club in
the village.
A programme of speakers has been arranged
from April through the coming year with many interesting subjects
and visits for you to enjoy.
PLEASE, PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT THE CLUB ON 21st
MARCH AT 7.15 PM
Nena Carter
13

Planning Renovations This Year?
If you’re thinking of a new extension, a bit of remodelling, or finally
knocking down that old garage, have you checked for asbestos? Any
property built or refurbished before 2000 could potentially contain
ACMs (Asbestos Containing Materials). Commonly found in corrugated
roofing sheets, it was also widely used in artex-type paint coatings,
insulation material, floor tiles, other construction material, fixtures and
fittings.
Left undisturbed, these materials don’t present a health risk. However,
when damaged the fibres easily become airborne and can be inhaled.
Exposure to these microscopic fibres can lead to severe lung disease and
cancer. In the UK, around 5000 deaths a year are linked to asbestos
exposure, and it can take years for symptoms to develop. Invisible to the
naked eye and normally blended with other substances, professional
testing is needed to ensure asbestos is dealt with safely.
Somerset Scientific Services, part of Somerset County Council, offer free
impartial asbestos advice as part of their commitment to public health
and safety. Contact: somersetscientificservices.co.uk 01823 355906

Editor’s comment: We are not recommending SSS and there are
other similar service providers available.
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BROOMFIELD
www.broomfieldparish.org
The Great British Spring Clean
Broomfield Parish is again supporting the Great
British Spring Clean which runs from the 2nd to 4th
March. We will be collecting litter over the whole
weekend, but specifically on the afternoon of
Sunday the 4th. Please help us clean the parish
and the global environment generally.
The event is being co-ordinated by Paul Trolley
and it would be really helpful if all those who
have time to help could contact him so that as much of the parish is
covered as possible and to avoid areas being covered twice. We look
forward to as much help as possible.
Contact details for Paul Trolley:
Tel: 01823 451312 email: paulanthonytrolley@gmail.com

Broomfield Indian Curry Night
Broomfield Village Hall

Friday 16th March

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Tickets £15.00 for adults and £7.50 for children
Please bring your own drinks and glasses.
Contact Duncan Henderson on 01823 338355 (day)
or 01823 451154 (evenings) for tickets.
Early booking is recommended
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BROOMFIELD PLANT SALE APPEAL
If anyone is able to offer
greenhouse/polytunnel space to grow
on and nurture plants for the sale
(Saturday, 12th May), please get in
touch. All the plants will be potted up
and delivered to you, all you need to
do is water and love them!
Many thanks. Jane House 451619, Bez Purdy 451632

BROOMFIELD COMMUNITY CINEMA
Sunday 18th March
Arrive from 7pm for refreshments
Film starts at 7.30pm

Venue: Broomfield Village Hall
Tickets: £5 on the door but reserve seats to avoid disappointment

Murder on the Orient Express
The 2017 version of this classic Agatha Christie mystery.
A lavish trip through Europe quickly unfolds into a race against time to
solve a murder aboard a train. When an avalanche stops the Orient
Express dead in its tracks, the world's greatest detective -- Hercule
Poirot -- arrives to interrogate all passengers and search for clues before
the killer can strike again. All-star cast including Kenneth Branagh,
Johnny Depp, Judi Dench, Derek Jacobi, Michelle Pfeiffer, Penelope Cruz
and Olivia Colman.
Not to be missed!
Certificate 12A, Running time 109 minutes

To reserve your seat please send an email to:
Broomfieldcommunitycinema@gmail.com
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BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
Statement on Broomfield Common
Broomfield Parish Council was approached in Autumn 2016, by
121 Turnaround to use Broomfield Common for teaching young
people survival skills. Historically permission existed for this type of
activity on the Common with no negative impact to the area. It
was perceived that the numbers would be small and as the use
would be predominantly with children with special or additional
educational needs, the Council felt that this was a very worthwhile
cause. It was, from the outset, pointed out that any use would be
subject to the approval of the three Councils, namely Somerset
County Council, Sedgemoor District Council and Broomfield Parish
Council, who are joint custodians of the Common.
The Council sought the assistance of the Quantock Hills AONB
Service and discussions on the type of usage have taken place
over many months; it was always envisaged that any agreement
would only be signed if all three Councils agreed and Parishioners
had been fully consulted.
It has not been possible to put together a suitable agreement, with
the result that 121 Turnaround have been advised that, like all
members of the general public, they are very welcome to walk on
the Common but no more than that. The company has agreed to
remove all existing shelters and the like from the Common.
This decision will be ratified at the next Parish Council meeting on
27th February 2018.
Future Management
The Common is within the Quantock Hills AONB and is also a
County Wildlife site. As a result the Parish Council have further
consulted the AONB Service about the creation of a suitable
management plan, not only to preserve and benefit the Common
for the future, but also to ensure that any necessary operations
can be carried out to ensure safe access to the general public.
The AONB Service have agreed to provide a management plan
that exists for an area of similar woodland within the AONB on
County Council land which it is hoped can be adapted to form the
basis of a management agreement for Broomfield Common. The
17

Parish Council will then consult with District and County Councils
before seeking views of Parishioners.
The Parish Council hope that they may be able to apply for grants
from the AONB to implement any approved management plan and
make use of voluntary labour from Parishioners to carry out much
of the work.
Duncan Henderson
Chairman, Broomfield Parish Council

Happy Birthday to:
Rhys Davidson –11 & Isla Davidson -9

HOSPITAL TRANSPORT & EMERGENCY PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
The following people have kindly offered to collect your prescriptions
or
take patients from the appropriate parish to and from hospital.
Fay Huleatt Boyd
Jenny Fisher
Liz Thompson
Ann Pugh

For residents of Kingston only
451891
Sonia Pether
451332*
(*Prescriptions only)
For residents of Cheddon only
451529
Mary Gunning
412810
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451311

412179

church middle
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church middle
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Page

Month
March
Th-Sa
Fri-Sun
Sun

1-3
2-4
4

The Cheddoners present ‘Plane Speaking’
Broomfield Clean Up Britain Litter Pick
KSM Clean Up Britain Litter Pick

33
14
25

Wed
Thur
Fri

7
8
9

KSM W.I.
Walking group, 10.00am KSM Church Car Park
Youth Club

30

Wed
“
Thur
Fri
“
Sat
Sun

14
“
15
16
“
17
18

Wednesday Café, KSM Village Hall
Walk for Health
KSM Community Plan Update
Indian Curry Night, Broomfield
Cheddon & West Monkton Film Club
Cheddon Pastoral Care Coffee Morning
Broomfield Community Cinema

21
22
23
14
31
33
15

Wed
Thur
“
“
Fri
Sat

21
22
“
“
23
25

Gardening Club
Walking group, 10.00am KSM Church Car Park
Kingston Players Reading Group
CF Parish Council Meeting
Youth Club
Meet the Village, KSM Village Hall

12
29
32
24
21

April
Wed
Sun
Wed
Thur

4
8
11
26

KSM W.I.
Jacob & Drinkwater, Music on the Quantocks
Wednesday Café, KSM Village Hall
Kingston Players Reading Group

30
34
21
29

Broomfield Plant Sale
Flower Show CF
Flower Show KSM
KSM Art Exhibition
Armistice 100
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May
July
Aug
Sept
Nov

Event

11
22-30
11

21

24

24
22
26

Regular Weekly Events:
Bell ringing Practice every Tuesday, 7.30pm Kingston Church
Badminton every Monday in Kingston Village Hall 7.45pm.
Babies’ and Toddlers' Group every Monday

9.00am – 11.00am in KSM Church (term time only)
Pilates 11.30am and Keep Fit 12.45pm every Tuesday.
Phone Alison Roberts if interested. 07850507489 / 01823 672617

KINGSTON ST MARY
www.kingston-st-mary.org.uk

Wednesday Café
in

Kingston St Mary Village Hall
(every second Wed of the month)

14th March
Come for the afternoon or just drop in any time
between 2.00pm – 4.00pm (£1 entrance)
Need more information? Contact one of the following:
Jackie Aldrich – 451696
Jan Holmes – 451343

Meet the Village
Saturday 25th March
KSM Village Hall

10.30am – 12noon
50p to include tea or coffee and biscuits
Paperback exchange - bring a book and take one away

New and old friends always welcome
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Walking for Health
This month’s health walk will take place on …..

Wed 14th March
Starting from the Church Car Park,
Meet at 1:45 to walk at 2pm.
It will be a gentle 30/40 minute walk ending at the Wednesday
Café (in the Village Hall) for refreshments if you would like to stay.
Come and stretch your legs and have a chat whilst you walk…
For further details contact: Nigel Hounslow 451358, Jackie Aldrich
451696, Paul Trolley 451312, Heather Saxton 451210.

KSM Art Exhibition
Big changes this year!
With the Church’s blessing the annual art
exhibition will no longer come under their
PCC umbrella. So big changes are afoot.
Firstly, the change in date. Saturday 22nd September through to
Sunday, 30th September. This year we will be coinciding with the
Somerset Art Works Weeks (S.A.W.). We will be advertising
within the SAW brochure which will give us far more coverage and
therefore hopefully increase sales. Various other slight changes
will be happening. Look out for details in future editions of LinkUp.
If you want more information you can contact any of the following:
Julia Hammett 01823 451642
Sheila Hayes 01823 451426

Annie Trolley 01823 451312
Serena Lumley 01823 451877
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KINGSTON ST MARY COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE
THURSDAY 15th MARCH 7.30pm
in Kingston Village Hall
The 2017 Community Plan resulted in the formation of a number of
active groups to implement the Plan’s recommendations:
-

The Community Assistance Group
The Environment group
KAPPAC – Kingston Area Pedestrian and Cycling
Campaign
The Broadband Group
The Youth Club
The Traffic & Speed Watch Group

Why Should You Come Along?
The evening will give you the chance to be updated on all the
activity that has been going on and the activities planned, following
the feedback you gave in the residents’ survey. There will also be
an update from the Playing Field Committee.
It will give you another opportunity to have your say on the
community aspects of your village, and you may even be tempted
to become involved yourselves in some way!
Who Is the KCP?
The Steering Group that produced the Community Plan has now
been re-named as Kingston St Mary Community Partnership (KCP)
to focus on the implementation of priorities identified in the
household survey, to co-ordinate working group activities, and to
work with the Parish Council and Local Authorities to encourage the
momentum created in the production of the 2017 Community Plan.
For further information please email cp@kstm.uk , go to the
website at www.kstm.uk/kcp or call David on 01823 451455.
.
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KSM Youth Club's FAB Fridays
at the Village Hall - Calling all young people
from Kingston, Broomfield and Cheddon!
Activities for March
9th Juniors : Create a Pizza
Seniors : International Food Night – cooking favourite dishes
from across the world chosen by local members and
students from Taunton School International Middle School
(The Grange)
23rd Forts (a re-run by popular demand) - create a fort around
yourself using cardboard boxes - & Games
Alongside these, we have the usual activities – table tennis,
badminton, pool, craft, card making etc. – and for those who just
want to sit and chat in a quiet corner we have new bean bags,
courtesy of Somerset County Council’s Youth & Community
Service.
Times: School Year 7
6.30pm to 7.30pm
School Years 8 to 17 year old
7.45pm to 9.00pm
Cost: Just £1 includes refreshments and activities!
For more details on the club please contact our Youth Worker:
Emma Goldsworthy: emma.77@live.co.uk

07771778552

KSM Flower Show
This year’s show will take place on
Saturday, 11th August. Schedules,
available from the beginning of March, will
be found in the KSM Hall porch, KSM
Church, available to download from www.kingston-stmary.org.uk and by email from annietrolley@gmail.com
Over 80 classes to choose from. Ranging from flowers and
fruit, jams and jellies, baking and brewing, sewing, knitting,
painting, sculpting, etc. etc. etc. etc. etc. etc.
Annie Trolley, 01823 451312
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The Third Kingston Community Partnership Litter-Pick
Sunday 4th March 2018 from 10.00am – 12.00pm
It’s that time of the year again folks – our third
village litter-pick coincides with the annual National
Great British Spring Clean!!! If the amount of litter
around the village (especially the never ending
supply of drinks cans and coffee cups that are
being thrown from cars/vans) drives you mad, please come and
join us! If you do not have equipment of your own, the KSM
Community Partnership have a supply of hi-viz jackets/littergrabbers and gloves. Bags can also be provided. Phone: 451732.
• Either meet at Village Hall to collect equipment at 10.00am
• Or start from your home and bring your bags of litter to the
village hall. In order to make best use of everyone’s time and
effort, PLEASE let me know if you are starting from home or a
particular area so other volunteers can litter-pick elsewhere. I
can drop equipment to you beforehand or you pick it up from
me in advance.
• If the bags of litter are too heavy to bring back, leave bags in a
safe but obvious place and let me know asap so they can be
collected – also let me know of any fly-tipping.
• For your safety, you must wear Hi-Viz jackets and heavy duty
gloves.
Main areas that need attention are Dodhill, Parsonage Lane,
Kingston Road, Lodes Lane, and Fulford to Cushuish.
Come on, get the family involved. Children are very aware of the
effects of litter on wildlife and the environment in general especially
after the Blue Planet programme. Sorry but no unaccompanied
children please – parents/guardians must take full responsibility
for their own children during the litter-pick.
Refreshments will be available at Tower View, Winpenny Lane for
all litter-pickers from about 11.30am onwards.
Jean Alger-Green, Environment Group,
KSM Community Partnership
01823 451732
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Ringing for Peace
Armistice 100
Did you know that 1400 bell ringers lost their lives in
The Great War of 1914 – 1918 ?

Ringers in
Kingston St Mary
Need You!
The aim is to recruit and teach at least 1400
bell ringers by 11th November 2018.

AS A NEW RINGER….
you will be able to take part in the ringing
on Armistice Day 2018.
Remember those who died and commemorate
the end of the conflict.
If you would like to ring for Armistice Day 2018
contact:
Victor John Lock
Tel: 01823 335776
Email: victorjohnlock@googlemail.com
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KSM Pre-School
It’s amazing how the time is flying by
and we are into Spring already. This
term is a short one and we have linked in
with a story called ‘The Stick Man’
written by Julia Donaldson. The story revolves around a stick
who becomes separated from his family home and has an
adventure in trying to return. He finally returns to his family in
the ‘family tree’. Throughout a variety of activities of play, we
have explored a range of feelings, how important family and
friends are, how they help us, what they do for us and
accepting other’s needs. Being positive and to persevere.
Rhyming, extending vocabulary, along with running and
throwing, following rules, floating, counting, growth, changes
and the seasons. We have been building new bird boxes to put
on the trees. Watched our spring bulbs bursting through and
generally been enjoying every minute outside in our amazing
extended garden.
We are looking for someone, preferably local, to cover staff.
This maybe just for a morning or afternoon on the odd
occasion. Must have at least a level 2 in childcare and will need
to be DBS checked. Please speak to Sarah Trott for more
information.
So with our fantastic garden we are looking now to phase two
where the staff could do with an office. Currently, when we
need to speak privately to parents or speak on the phone, we
have to do this in the accessible toilet! Also paperwork takes
up a lot of room where it could be used for the children and
lastly staff have to sit in their cars or go for a walk when on a
tea break. We would be grateful for any fundraising ideas.
Many thanks.
Sarah Trott – Preschool Leader
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Mary Allen, Head of Taunton School
International Middle School, is to retire at
the end of the academic year.
In February, Mary Allen announced her
retirement from teaching and therefore, she
will be standing down as Head of The
Grange at the end of this academic year. I am pleased to say
that Mary will not be leaving the Taunton School family entirely
as she will be taking on a part time role to support whole-school
Recruitment.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mary for her
absolute dedication and commitment to TSIMS and to Taunton
School as a whole. Mary has worked tirelessly to make The
Grange the very special place it is today and I don’t believe
anyone could have achieved what she has over the past 5
years or so.
I know that many people living in Kingston St Mary have got to
know Mary well, whether through attending the many events at
the school itself or through attendance at church services or
youth clubs in the village. Mary has played a hugely important
role in developing links with the local community and I am
confident her successor will continue in the same vein.
On that note, I am delighted to report that James Duncan
(currently Director of Studies at The Grange) will take over the
reins in September and I am sure everyone in the Kingston St
Mary community will join me in congratulating James and
wishing him every success for the future.
Of course, Mary isn’t going anywhere just yet – we still have
over 6 months before we say our goodbyes and so until then, it
is very much business as usual.
Adrian Hallworth
Principal
Taunton School International
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KINGSTON PLAYERS’
READING GROUP
Thursday, 22nd March
& Thursday 26th April 7.30pm
The Kingston Players are hoping to start a
regular play-reading group on the fourth Thursday of each month.
Over many years the group has built up a ‘library’ of well-known
and obscure play scripts that were either never performed or
saved for a rainy day. These plays deserve to be enjoyed rather
than gathering dust in the Players’ archive.
There will be no requirement to learn lines or perform on stage;
only a desire to read amusing, spooky, dramatic, intriguing scripts
in pleasant company. The first two meetings will be held at
Greenway House, KSM, TA2 8JQ.
Tel: Margaret Bigg on 01823 451413 or email: mbiogg@sky.com
if you are interested.
Stephen Lovell (The Kingston Players)

.

The Pancake Lunch
Thank you to everyone who attended this annual event
held in Kingston St Mary village hall to raise money for
the Children’s Hospice South West. On the menu was a
choice of savoury pancakes with either a fish and prawn
filling or a chicken and ham one, or the traditional sweet
pancakes with lemon and sugar. There was also a raffle
and the sale of home-made marmalade and a total of £970
was raised for CHSW’s work with children with life
limiting conditions and their families.
Lorraine Cross
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Kingston St Mary WI met on 7th February
for a pamper party with Emma Chadwick,
thoroughly enjoyed by members using
cleanser, exfoliator and green face mask and
finished with a moisturiser.
There was much discussion about the future
of this branch as a number of committee members were standing
down and no one had put their names forward to be considered
at the AGM in MAY.
Next meeting: 7th March to hear Margaret Harper talk about
Fused Glass at 7 .30 pm in the village hall. Please come and join
us, we are a friendly group.
Nena Carter

Christian Aid Week 2018....
Our village house to house collection is always successful, raising
about £1500 and is this year during May 13 to 19th.
Envelopes are delivered with Link Up but need collection. We are
always really grateful for a few extra people as this makes the job
of our supporters so much easier. If you can only spare a couple of
hours we would be delighted to hear from you!
Although it seems a long way away we will be away for some time
and so need to get organised early. Please call us by mid-March if
you can help. Thanks.
Ruth and Steve Jenkins 01823 451206

S.U.R.E Donations
I'm pleased to write that I have taken £52 in 5p coins to the SURE
treasurer. These have been passed to me by friends and villagers,
including £11.50 (John & Jane Clarke), £9 (Janet Lovell), £3
(Margery Gillett). I have received a thank you letter detailing the
plans for all the charity donations to the Beacon Centre and cancer
treatment departments at Musgrove. My collection pot is now
empty and able to take in any fiddly 5p coins that are spare!
Please contact - Jane House 451619
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CHEDDON FITZPAINE
www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk
Message from John Pugh:
Needed – a replacement delivery boy/girl

I am looking for someone who would be willing to take over the monthly
delivery of the Link-Up magazine in the Rowford area of Cheddon.
After 35+ years I feel the time has come to pass this task on to someone a
bit younger than me (I was 51 when I started). I also no longer live in the
Rowford area. It involves about 25 copies and should take no more than
about an hour a month.
If you feel you would be willing to give it a go then perhaps you could
contact me.
John Pugh - 01823 412810

CHEDDON & WEST MONKTON FILM CLUB
FRIDAY 16th MARCH
GOODBYE CHRISTOPHER ROBIN
A rare glimpse into the relationship between beloved
children's author A. A. Milne (Domhnall Gleeson) and his
son Christopher Robin, whose toys inspired the magical
world of Winnie the Pooh. Along with his mother Daphne
(Margot Robbie), and his nanny Olive, Christopher Robin
and his family are swept up in the international success of the
books; the enchanting tales bringing hope and comfort to
England after the First World War. But with the eyes of the
world on Christopher Robin, what will the cost be to the
family?
Biography
Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall
Doors Open - 6.30 for refreshments
Short Film – 7.00pm
Main Film 7.30pm
Tickets £6 at door
cwmfilmclub@btinternet.com 01823 412278
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Cheddon Fitzpaine Parish Council
The Annual Parish Meeting is held on 22 March 2018 at 7.00pm
at Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall. Please do come, bring your
friends and neighbours to spread the word. Free light refreshments
available.
We have invited three good speakers: from the Canal & River
Trust, the Somerset Wildlife Trust, and a speaker on communityaccess defibrillators.
This Parish as a whole is undergoing phenomenal change! The
Country Park plans are moving forward at a great pace, alongside
the Northwalls houses being built. A new Primary School at
Nerrols is under consultation, as well as a riding establishment
moving into the area. Do come to meet your local
representatives: County, District and Parish Councillors will be
there and a chance to talk to them. This is a great ‘exchange of
information’ evening.
The Neighbourhood Plan has successfully cleared another hurdle
(Regulation 16), and has been passed (approved) by Taunton
Deane Borough Council. Now the Referendum process can
proceed; further information on the Vote will be in the April
Newsletter.
The Parish Councillors are looking to upgrade the website, and are
considering the policy on grants/charitable giving. More
information next month, but please do give your views to a
member of the Parish Council – we are there to provide for you!
Denise Webber/Chairman 07788 522266
denise.webber@cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk
Jo Pearson/Parish Clerk 07891 529809
cheddon@live.co.uk www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk/council

The Cheddoners’ Annual Show
Final reminder for tickets for
‘Plane Speaking’ followed by Cabaret

Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall
Thursday/Friday/Saturday - 1st, 2nd, 3rd March
Tickets and further information from:
Stuart Triggol 01823 413459 / Thelma Burnett 01823 412192
33

Cheddon Fitzpaine Pastoral Care Group
Coffee Morning
The next Coffee Morning will be held on…

Saturday March 17th
at the home of Mary Gunning
89 Cheddon Fitzpaine
Come and enjoy coffee/tea and cake while chatting to your
neighbours old and new. It's a good opportunity to find out what is
going on in your community.
We are looking for volunteers in the wider Rowford and Cheddon
Fitzpaine area (including the newer developments) to host a coffee
morning in June or July. Please let me know if you are interested.
We will organise the advertising and the baking.
Liz Thompson
01823 45152

TO THE EDITOR
May I through Link-Up thank all those kind people
who wrote cards and letters and prayed for me, for
what I call ‘The Road to Damascus’.
Yes, I am now home – your thoughts and prayers helped
me. You were so kind, I never knew that I knew so many people, it
made me very humble. I sincerely thank you, all my prayers go
with you. God bless you.
Joan Chamberlain
There is possibly an owner in the area who is pining for their
missing pet and wondering what has happened, so this might
help: In January I found a large, fluffy white cat with grey markings
which had been knocked over and killed in Parsonage Lane. I took
it to the vet to see if it was micro-chipped so that I could let the
owner know, but sadly, it hadn't been chipped. Hoping that this
news might at least put someone's mind at rest.
Julie O'Donnell
34

Thank you from

Music on the Quantocks
Thank you so much to the hundreds of people who
attended this year’s Music Festival. And an extra big
thank you to all village residents for patiently
tolerating the disruption and the extra traffic.
Thank you!
The Festival smashed last year’s box office record.
Over 700 people attending, many travelling from far
afield. All events sold out within minutes of tickets
going on sale and there was standing room only!
The 2019 Festival will be even Bigger and Better ( 8-10
February 2019) Shhh! Keep it under your hat – there
will be some very famous names performing in
Kingston St Mary and Broomfield!
JACOB & DRINKWATER
3.00pm, Sunday 8th April, Shellthorn, Broomfield.
£12.00 Doors open 1pm for Good Food
To book: ticketsonline@email.com
SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS
There is no charge for a small advertisement. However, due to limited
space please keep wording to a maximum of 50 words.
A commercial advertisement 1/3 A5 page – may be placed at
a cost of £8.00 at the discretion of, and following discussion with, the Editor.

FOR SALE

KITCHEN AID Classic Mixer - Model 5K45SS. Colour White. Includes
whisk, beater, dough hook and bowl scraper. Also comes with brand
new grater and mincer attachments.Over £500 worth of equipment
in VGC. £200
01823 451313
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For Sale cont…………..
Riding Boots: Rhinegold long leather riding boots, Ladies size 4
(or 37). hardly used; horse gone. £59.99 new, now asking
£20.00. Please ring 01823 433134
Breville 2 slice sandwich toaster brand new in box never use.
Unwanted gift £12 please telephone 01823 451901
CATERING STAFF REQUIRED
Outposts Ltd is looking for catering staff to join our friendly team on
a casual basis. We are an outdoor activity provider based in
Broomfield, Bridgwater. We run programmes on site from April –
October providing and serving home cooked meals up to 3 times a
day for our clients. All preparation and cooking of meals takes
place on site in a fully equipped kitchen. Candidates will need to
be flexible and friendly. This is a client facing role. Qualifications
required: Food Hygiene Level 2 and an Enhanced DBS clearance
certificate.

If you are interested in joining our team please contact Bronwen
on 01823 451959 to arrange a visit.

Flowers from the Quantocks Floral workshop
Join us to make an Easter bouquet using fresh local flowers
and foliage nesting in a decorated birch hoop.

Fyne Court, Broomfield, TA5 2EQ
Thursday 29th March
10.30 – 12.30
Booking essential – £25.00 to include all flowers, foliage,
ribbons….. & homemade refreshments
(Lunch available in the NT café)
email – flowersfromthequantocks@gmail.com
contact: Karen on 07528451739 or Jan on 07762179659
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Gardener, Painter & Handyman
Available for all Jobs

Too big or

too small

for you this Spring

Call Seb 01823 451506 / 07544 257511

PATCHWORK & QUILTING CLASSES
Make a Sampler Quilt, learning new techniques as you go. Suitable for
Intermediates and Beginners with sewing experience.
Programme to run for 21 sessions on alternate weeks,
starting Tuesday 13th March 2018 from 10am-4pm
Also, new for 2018 make a Wild Flower Quilt. This class will run on alternate
Thursdays starting on the 15th March for 16 sessions from 10am-4pm
2 Day Workshop to make a baby’s floor quilt Friday/Saturday 30/31st March.
Learn new skills in friendly and information surroundings. I will be running these
courses at the newly opened
Quilting Retreat and Shop, Westleigh Farm, Broomfield TA5 2EH
For further details contact: Kate Ranson, The Barn, Kingston St. Mary TA2 8HH
email kate.ranson@outlook.com Instagram @talesfromthethreadshed
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