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FROM THE EDITOR …
The old saying “winter draw/er/s on” is getting
quite relevant. There is certainly a nip in the
air especially in the mornings. Not that I do
early mornings. One of the nicest things about
retirement is being able to wake to a nice cup of tea
(so kindly brought by him indoors) and to snuggle down
with the crossword which I wasn’t able to finish the night before or
to read another chapter of the Book Club choice.
Well enough of my daily routine. I expect most of you readers
have your usual tasks set out each day which hopefully you deal
with smartly and then get on with the main job which of course is
reading Link-Up to see what events you might like to attend.
There are certainly lots to choose from this month including film
nights in all 3 villages. Attend one or all of them!
A phrase of my childhood came to me the other day when trying to
identify birds:

A crow in a crowd is a rook
and a rook on its own is a crow.
You never know when that bit of information might come in useful!

Wise Words:
Autumn is a second Spring where every
leaf is a flower.
(Albert Camus)
Every day may not be good but there’s
something good in every day.
(Alice Morse Earle)
LINK-UP is the community magazine for the parishes of Broomfield, Cheddon Fitzpaine and Kingston St
Mary. Any views in LINK-UP are not necessarily those of the Editor(s), the editorial staff or the LINK-UP
board. The board gratefully acknowledges the support of all whose advertisements appear in our
magazine. However, the inclusion in LINK-UP does not imply recommendation. The LINK-UP board
reserves the right to accept any material and advertisement at its discretion.
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Forthcoming films this season at a
village hall near you ……
Oct 24th

Mary Shelley

Kingston

Oct 26th

The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society

Cheddon

The Bromley Boys

Broomfield

th

Oct 27

Nov 16th

The Hatton Garden Job

Cheddon

th

The Breadwinner

Broomfield

rd

Nov 23

Lean On Pete

Kingston

Dec 14th

The Bookshop

Cheddon

Nov 17

See individual advertisements in the relevant month’s Link-Up for details

MORE RECIPES FOR AUTUMN FRUIT:
Medlar Recipes for Mespilus Germanicus
(not to be confused with loquat which is
also known as medlar)
Medlar Tart
Simmer and sieve 1lb medlars that have
bletted i.e. gone soft. Add an egg and an
egg yolk and (if not have no inhibitions
about your waistline) some creamed smietana (Polish counter in
Tesco). Flavour with cinnamon and sugar to taste. Put mixture
into a blind baked pastry case and bake gently until set.
Medlar Jam – Conserve
Take bletted medlars, scald, skin and de-pip them (those pips are
rather large!). To 1lb pulp add 1lb sugar and 1pt tent. ”Tent” is
derived from Vino Tinto or Spanish red wine which was a popular
drink in AD 1700 and about half the strength of our red wines now.
Boil until syrupy – mine did not really “set”. Serve with steamed
sponge pudding. (or slices of Madeira cake and custard if time is
short)
Dilly Bradley
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COMMUNITY & CLIMATE CHANGE
I can’t be alone in occasionally feeling helpless and hopeless
about the direction in which we seem to be heading. This
summer’s northern hemisphere heatwave, the floods in Kerala,
typhoon in Japan and extended drought in Australia, all support
the science of climate change and a sense that human activity
over the centuries is finally catching up with us. And after the last
episode of The Blue Planet I wanted to take to my bed with a bottle
of gin…glass rather than plastic.
I’ve been grappling with how to deal with this, denial no longer an
option. What can I do as an individual? Will my conversion to loose
leaf tea and a new bamboo toothbrush save the world? No. But the
more I read about the need for environmental change, the more I
am recognising that community provides us with some of the
answers. It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the scale of the problem,
which undoubtedly requires international political collaboration and
a few miracles. But it’s surprising how many significant changes
have been started by grassroots community-based movements. In
his seminal work Lean Logic, David Fleming suggests that there is
no culture without community: ”It is the common culture and
ceremony, the good faith and reciprocal obligations, the civility and
citizenship, the play, humour and conversation which make a living
community, the cooperation that builds its institutions. It is the
social ecosystem in which a culture lives.” 1
Our communities have all of the above in bucket loads. The LinkUp team is a reminder of this, and between its covers we see
evidence of all the individuals who come together to build
community – the Church, the School, the Parish Councils and the
Kingston Community Partnership within which so much brilliant
stuff happens, all because volunteers give willingly of their time
and energy. Thank you! For me it’s also the “cooperation and
friendship” which makes this such a special place to live – this is a

1

Lean Logic, (2016), p. xxi, introduction
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community in which people really do look out for one another. It’s
no small thing.
So how can our communities make a difference when it comes to
the environment and climate change? Most of us already do what
we can on an individual level – watch our energy use, recycle, buy
local produce where we can, grow veg and compost organically if
we have gardens. Others will have solar panels and/or electric cars,
neither of which is affordable to all. There’s good collaborative
community stuff happening too – the Environment arm of the KCP
organises litter picks, while KAPACC supports safer cycling and
walking and Speedwatch monitors traffic in Kingston, contributing to
safety and reduction in carbon emissions (thanks to all leading these
groups). This may be small scale but it makes a difference.
Can we do more? One of the things I find difficult is the complexity
of issues surrounding climate change and energy use. The term
“greenwash” has been coined to describe companies who claim to
be green but actually engage in practices that are anything but. It’s
hard for us to know the difference. The more informed we are the
better. It with this in mind I have organised a talk from energy
consultant Nikki Jones, one of the few “experts” on climate
change who makes me want to leap into action rather than reach
for the gin bottle (see advertisement page 32)). If you feel strongly
about climate change and want to become more informed, less
depressed and learn how we might take action, please come.
Dixie Darch

St Petersburg Singers

Russian Choir
An evening of wonderful music from Russia.
Friday, 5th October at Broomfield church, 7.30pm.
Only 11 seats left - available to residents of
Broomfield, Kingston, Cheddon or West Monkton only!

Phone 01823 451685
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ACROSS THE FIELD
While I was crossing the road home, I
saw a little fluffy ‘bundle’ by a car wheel. I
thought that a cat had caught a mouse,
but a closer look showed that it was a tiny
Pipistrelle bat. With the aid of a piece of
cardboard, I scooped it up (it squeaked at
me). While I and the postman – who was
delivering at the time – were studying it
and wondering what to do, it took off, circled us and flew up into a
tall fir tree. We assumed that it could not take off from the ground.
The Pipistrelle is the smallest of the bats, weighing in at only ½ oz,
and is the most common in the British Isles.
On our journeys through the lanes we always look on top of
telegraph poles to see if there is a buzzard there. Over the months
we have been lucky enough to see a Honey Buzzard a few times.
During the Animal Service at Tetton, while the animals were being
blessed, we were graced by the arrival of three buzzards which
circled overhead.
The hedgehog continues to come and feed on the sunflower
seeds. The other evening while it was munching on the seeds, a
beetle went scuttling by and it was soon crunched up – but the
three huge slugs that were nearby were ignored.
A friend told me that when the cover was taken off their compost
heap recently they found at least two grass snakes coiled there.
The snakes have now left, but turning the heap is being delayed
until the end of September when any eggs that might have been
laid should have hatched.
The tawny owls are very vocal most evenings – very noisy!
Janet Lovell

Rainfall August 2018 = 51mm August 2017 = 46mm
Stop Press – We now have TWO hedgehogs turning up at night.
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MUSINGS FROM NICK, MILLCROSS
Walking down the road from Gadds back along with a damp but
glistening Archie the sun came out and the recently rain-washed
elephant grass and the yet to turn trees came alive, so vibrant and
full of vitality that the landscape glowed with warmth and life.
More recently our walks have been lined with bushes and trees
bowed over with fruit. The blackberries are in abundance this year
and are ripe for the picking, which many people are doing. The
oaks also seem to have enjoyed a bumper harvest, although this
season has seen a huge production of grossly deformed acorns,
thanks to the gall wasps activity earlier in the year. Known as
Knopper (German name for a type of helmet) galls, these striking
fruits, similar in shape to medieval pleated hats were shiny and
green a few weeks ago, but are now falling to the ground, brown
and spent. The gall wasp poses no
threat to the oak as there are
years when they are sparse and
acorns are plentiful. If interested
put Knopper Gall into Google
Images, there are some quite
stunning results.
Finally, our feathered summer
residents seem to have fled in
search of warmer climes. The
Swifts left a couple of months ago,
whilst the Swallows and Martins hung around, maybe feeding a
second brood and building up their own reserves along the way.
But now they too seem to have vanished, leaving the bugs for the
agile bats that grace the dusk with their presence.
NB Thanks to all those who go out with secateurs, loppers, empty
plastic bags, strimmers and the like. Keeping the footpaths clear
and open is a never ending task but a necessary one.

Poppy House – 7
Jesse Sweeting – 7
Ruby Lord – 7
12

Freddie Moulden - 11
WINDOWS ON THE PAST
RIPPING WORK
This area was once much more wooded
than nowadays, providing many
occupations through the centuries,
including ‘bark ripping’. The extensive
introduction of foreign bark and the use of
chemical substitutes in tanning meant
that it became no longer worthwhile. But
there are photos of ripping still being carried on in the early 1900s.
There is probably an example of the tool used still treasured
somewhere. It was a curved chisel with a short wooden handle
and could be improvised using a horse’s leg bone, fitted into a
handle and sharpened to an edge. The oak bark was chiefly sold
to local tanneries making leather, for example at Kingston, but
some went to manufacturers of canvas sail cloth in the Crewkerne
area, making it more durable by colouring it brown. There is more
than one note in Hestercombe accounts,
of it being sold to a tanner nearby.
To make the best job, the season for
ripping was carefully chosen. In the
Taunton Courier May 1847: ‘Bark season
proceeds but slowly except in sunny and
dry situations when the sap runs most
freely’. The object was to cut away the
bark from the tree in strips. Any moss or
twigs were removed from the bottom of
the trunk and a man barked it as far as he
could reach - about 5 foot. Then the part-naked tree was felled and
while the men worked on the bigger limbs the women usually
attended to stripping the smaller branches. The bark was leant
against a pole to dry off a little, then stood against a tree for some
shelter until collected. It must not get wet or the tannin leaked from
it. It was valuable and in 1823 Richard Bellamy (28) received 12
months hard labour for its theft, plus a one shilling fine.
To be continued in ‘Charcoal’ next month
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Audrey Mead

BROOMFIELD
www.broomfieldparish.org

BROOMFIELD COMMUNITY CINEMA
The Bromley Boys
Saturday October 27th
Arrive from 7pm for refreshments
Film starts at 7.30pm

Tickets: £5 on the door at Broomfield Village Hall, but reserve
seats to avoid disappointment
The Bromley Boys is a funny yet touching coming of age football
memoir played out to the sights and sounds of late 60's Britain. Based
on the novel by Dave Roberts, it recounts the highs and the lows of
supporting the worst football team in the country at the time. This 2018
film is a new British comedy classic, with a fabulous sound track, highly
rated by audiences and starring Martine McCutcheon, Alan Davies and
Adam Deacon.

Optional post-film Q&A with the possibility of a table football tournament.

Certificate PG, Running time 106 minutes
To reserve your seat please send an email to:
Broomfieldcommunitycinema@gmail.com
BROOMFIELD ART GROUP We will be starting art
sessions again at Broomfield Village Hall weekly on
Tuesdays from 18th September, 2-4pm. No tuition,
just bring your own equipment and do your own thing
– from painting & drawing to knitting and sewing – all
creatives welcome. And all for a bargain price of £3,
with tea and cake and conversation as a bonus!
Feel free to forward this to any arty friends you know
– the more the merrier. For further information please contact
Nicky Perry on nickyharris.perry@gmail.com
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Broomfield Parish Council
The following items were discussed at the September meeting of
the Council. Draft minutes are available on the Parish website
www.broomfieldparish.org
-

The Council has received a legal opinion from Sedgemoor
District Council regarding Broomfield and Broomfield Hill
Commons, which are under the joint protection of all three
Councils. It appears that the Councils simply have the right to
take steps to protect the Commons from unlawful interference
and take certain enforcement action in relation to
encroachments and offences committed on the land. There is
no power to maintain the Commons. However the District
Council may make a scheme for the regulation and
management of the Commons, should it choose to do so. The
Parish Council will now attempt to clarify matters with the
District and try to agree a way forward.

-

Somerset Highways now have some additional funds for road
repairs in this financial year and will carry out some work on
potholes and verges in the Parish.

-

The funds available to the Parish for play facilities have now
been allocated to Spaxton who are fundraising for an outdoor
gym. This follows numerous attempts to engage with the
National Trust to make use of the funds at Fyne Court.

-

Parishioners are reminded that they may register for email
news updates via the website https://broomfieldparish.org/news/

The next meeting will be held in Broomfield Village Hall on
Tuesday, 20th November at 7.30pm
Peter Hall
Clerk to the Parish Council
Tel: 01823 421675
Email: clerk@broomfieldparish.org
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Duncan Henderson
Chairman
01823 451154

more….. BROOMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Broomfield Parish Council has some funds to spend!
£1,700 for ‘infrastructure’ for the parish and a further £4400 for
more flexible spending.
If you have any ideas about how we can best spend the money on
one or more ventures to improve the parish or the experience of
living in Broomfield, please contact Rebecca MacDonagh or Paul
Trolley.
Ideas already submitted include: pizza oven, communal cider
press, enhancement of Internet access, a weatherproof gazebo,
etc. etc.
All ideas are welcome. If there are lots of proposals we will form a
subcommittee to investigate them. You can also contact Rebecca
or Paul for details about the funding.
Contact:
rebecca@broomfieldparish.org
or
Paul Trolley, 01823 451312

HOSPITAL TRANSPORT & EMERGENCY PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
The following people have kindly offered to collect your prescriptions
or
take patients from the appropriate parish to and from hospital.
For residents of Kingston only
Fay Huleatt Boyd
451891
Sonia Pether
Jenny Fisher
451332*
(*Prescriptions only)
For residents of Cheddon only
Liz Thompson
451529
Mary Gunning
Ann Pugh
412810
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451311
412179

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Month
OCT
1
Mon
3
Wed
4
Thur
5
Fri
8
Mon
10
Wed
10
Wed
11
Thurs
12
Fri
13
Sat
13
Sat
13/14 Sat/Sun
15
Mon
16
Tues
17
Wed
18
Thur
24
Wed
26
Fri
26
Fri
27
Sat
29
Mon
NOV
1
8
9
15
23
24
25
DEC
1

Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Fri
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Sat

Page

Event
Dragon Quilters, Broomfield (240041)
KSM W.I.
KSM Walking Group (01823 451941)
Russian Choir, Broomfield
KSM P.C. Meeting
Wednesday Café, KSM Village Hall
Walking for Health
Cheddon P.C. Meeting
Youth Club, KSM Village Hall
Cheddon Churchyard Working Party
KSM School, Jumble Sale
Photographic Exhibition and Sale, KSM
Dragon Quilters, Broomfield (240041)
Broomfield Art Group
Link-Up Gardening Club
KSM Walking Group (01823 451941)
KSM Film Night
Youth Club, KSM Village Hall
Cheddon Film Night
Broomfield Film Night
Dragon Quilters, Broomfield (240041)
KSM Walking Group (01823 451941)
CHSW Early Christmas Fayre
Youth Club, KSM Village Hall
Quiz Night, Cheddon
KSM Walking Group (01823 451941)
Youth Club, Ice Skating, Tropicana WSM
KSM Meet the Village
KSM Litter Pick
Craft Fair, KSM Village Hall
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25
9
23
21
21
20
5
28
29
15
27
7
13

24
19

28
22
25

15
17

Sat
Mon

Christmas Wreath Making
Carols in the Cowshed, Tetton Farm, 6.30pm

Regular Weekly Events:
Bell ringing Tuesdays. Practice will probably recommence
October/November. Check forthcoming LU for details.
Badminton every Monday in Kingston Village Hall 7.45pm.
Babies’ and Toddlers' Group every Monday

9.00am – 11.00am in KSM Church (term time only)
Pilates 11.30am and Keep Fit 12.45pm every Tuesday.
(term time only) Phone Alison Roberts if interested.
07850507489 / 01823 672617
Croquet Club every Monday at the Playing Field KSM. 2–5pm
See page 23 for details. April to October.
Art Group, Tuesdays. Broomfield Village Hall. 2-4pm.

CHEDDON FITZPAINE
www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk
Joint Fundraising

QUIZ NIGHT
Friday 9th November 2018 at 7:30pm
Teams of 4 – Tickets £10 each
to include a Fish and Chip Supper
Proceeds to be split jointly between Parkinson UK and
Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall
Tickets available from:
Malcolm Lown 01823 412750
Stuart Triggol 01823 413459
Wendy Green 01460 391381

18

32

COMMEMORATIVE POPPIES WW1
The members of Cheddon Sewing Bee have been busy in the last
few months knitting poppies for a display in Cheddon Fitzpaine
Church to commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the ending of
WW1. We would like to thank everyone who has helped us in this
venture.
Pat Walker
CHEDDON P.C.
The Parish Council met on 13 September 2018.
At the time of going to print, the information known regarding the
Country Park is that the legal niceties are being worked through
between the Crown and TDBC regarding the land ownership of the
two fields. It is anticipated this will be concluded early October.
Plans for the World War 1 Woodland are being fleshed out, but
planting saplings in October is now too ambitious. However, focus
is being placed on purchasing a Dedication Stone from Wells
Quarry, inscriptions, and planting of four mature trees at a
Dedication Ceremony in early November prior to 11th
November. In order to keep everyone informed, notices will be
placed on notice boards once dates and times are
confirmed. Everyone will be invited to attend.
Northwalls Primary School: work has started on site on 20
August 2018 and already a huge pile of earth has appeared!
Bus Route 2/2A: There will be a meeting at Brittons Ash
Community Hall (BACH) in West Monkton at 8.30 – 9.30 am on 11
October 2018 where anyone can put questions to John Perrett, the
SCC Operations Manager Transporting Somerset.
Next Parish Council meeting: 11 October 2018 at 7.00pm in
Cheddon Fitzpaine Memorial Hall Committee Room.
Denise Webber/Chairman
07788522266 denise.webber@cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk
Jo Pearson/Parish Clerk
07891 529809 cheddon@live.co.uk
www.cheddonfitzpaine-pc.org.uk/council
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KINGSTON ST MARY
www.kingston-st-mary.org.uk

Walking for Health - Wednesday 10th October
The nights may be drawing in but there is still plenty of time
for walks in the day! Come and join our free gentle health
walk around the village, on some of our lovely footpaths,
followed by a drink and a cake in the Wednesday cafe if you
would like to (£1).
Wednesday 10th October, meet in the Church Car Park at
1:45 for a 2pm start.

For further information contact one of our volunteer leaders:
Jackie Aldrich 01823 451696, Heather Saxton 01823 451210
Nigel Hounslow 451358, Paul Trolley 01823 451312

Wednesday Café

Kingston St Mary Village Hall
(every second Wed of the month)

10th October

Come for the afternoon or just drop in any time
between 2.00pm – 4.00pm (£1 entrance)
Need more information? Contact one of the following:

Annie Trolley 01823 451312

Jean Alger-Green 01823 451732

MILL CROSS
Joe Chris and Suzanne Heayns, together with some
other locals are trying to make the little plant/flower
bed at Mill Cross a bit more attractive and they
could do with some small ground growing shrubs
and any donations of spring bulbs to brighten it up.
If you have any spare please get in touch with Suzanne - 07918
735627, suzanne@millmeadow.co.uk
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Kingston St Mary Parish Litter-Pick
Sunday 25th November 2018 between 10.00am and 12.00noon
•

Either meet at KSM Village Hall to collect equipment at 10am

•

Or start from your home and bring your bags of litter to the
village hall. In order to make best use of everyone’s time and
effort, PLEASE let me know if you are starting from home
or a particular area so other volunteers can litter-pick
elsewhere. I can drop equipment to you beforehand or pick it
up from me in advance

•

If the bags of litter are too heavy to bring back, leave bags in a
safe but obvious place and let me know asap so they can be
collected – also let me know of any fly-tipping

•

For your safety, you must wear hi viz jackets and heavy duty
gloves
Sorry but no unaccompanied children please –
parents/guardians must take full responsibility for their own
children during the litter-pick.
Jean Alger-Green
01823 451732 Mob: 07513460576

KINGSTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL
At the meeting held on 10th September the following topics were
considered –
Planning
20/18/0018 Erection of one dwelling on land at Copper Hill, Lodes
Lane, Kingston St Mary.
Councillors voted to oppose this planning application on the
grounds that it would constitute over development of a restricted
and sensitive site within the conservation area, have an adverse
impact on the setting and views of St Mary’s Church and highways
concerns as a result of additional traffic using the private lane on to
Church Lane.
Kissing Gates
It was reported that kissing gates on two footpaths – Mill Cross to
Nailsbourne and the Playing Field to Parsonage Lane are in need
of repair. The county council’s footpaths officer is to be asked if
these could be made safe.
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Litter Pick
Another litter pick is being organised for November (details on
previous page) to help keep the village clean and tidy. Volunteers
would be welcomed.
Chair
Councillors are taking turns to chair the Parish Council on a
monthly rota. The chair for the next meeting is Cllr Jacqui Marsh.
Governor vacancies
Nominations are being invited for vacancies on the Governing
Council of Musgrove Park Hospital.
If you wish to nominate yourself for this important role details can
be found on the website - www.tsft.nhs.uk/noticeofelection2018 or ring Membership Support Officer Carol Lydiate on 01823
342511. All nominations should be received by the Returning
Officer, Ciara Norris, by 5pm on Friday 5 October 2018.
Next Meeting
The next meeting of the council will be held on Monday 8th October
in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. The public are invited to attend.
Ray Stokes (Acting Chairman)
Email: raymstokes@tiscali.co.uk
Tel: 430876

Caroline Roche (Clerk)
Tel: 762417

KINGSTON CROQUET CLUB
On a sunny morning for the thirteenth year, members of the
Kingston Croquet Club gathered at the Playing Field to vie in the
Colin Loader Cup Competition. This year
the members were joined by Babs Loader
who, with her daughter and son-in-law,
presented the cup to the winners, Jean and
Susan. The runners up were Alan and
Anthea. Croquet takes place at the Playing
Field from April to October on Mondays 2 –
5pm.
Janet Lovell

22

Please come to our Early CHRISTMAS FAYRE
on
THURSDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2018
At KINGSTON ST. MARY VILLAGE HALL
10.00am – 12 noon
Christmas cards : Cakes : Seasonal Food
Gifts : Raffle : Potted Bulbs : Books
Refreshments
Bring your friends
Please park in Church Car Park
Charity No. 1003314
POPPY APPEAL 2018
Following guidelines and advice from the Royal British Legion, it
has been decided that the Kingston area will not have a door to
door poppy collection this year. It has been advised on safety and
security grounds. We have had many willing volunteers for
collecting over the years, but some have expressed a wish to
'retire' and so we have made the decision to follow the British
Legion policy. The schools, pub and Churches will still receive their
usual boxes and wreaths.
HOWEVER, the Taunton area
organisers have put out an appeal
for people to collect at the static
points in Taunton i.e the
supermarkets. If anyone could give
a little of their time to help, please get in touch with Martin & Susie
Heal - 07585 621769.
Thank you to everyone who has supported this great charity,
please remember to keep donating.
Jane House
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KINGSTON ST MARY WI
The President, Kathy Pugh, welcomed members
to the September meeting in the village hall.
A range of suggestions were given by members
for speakers for the 2019 programme. Dates were given for the
Lunch Club (Oct 1st, 12:15 at Hillcommon and Oct 24th at the
Swan). A craft day is arranged for Oct 4th at Margaret’s.
The speaker of the evening was John Dando. He gave a very
informative talk on ‘Privies’. From the very primitive, to the
modern day units. The ‘three hole’ wooden seats, open toilets
above streams, the ‘long drop’ into moats from castles. He was
thanked by Kathy.
The competition for a ‘loo roll cover’ was won by Janet Lovell and
the Flower of the Month Competition was won by Jane Clarke with
an orange gladioli.
Next month is the Birthday Party and the theme is the 50s or 60s
era – 3rd Oct, 7:30 pm.
Janet Lovell

1st December Craft Fair
at
Kingston St Mary Village Hall
Calling all talented crafts people in the area!
This year we are running a quality craft fair with excellent
handmade/designed and unique products for sale. We are
looking for local creative artisans who would like to offer
their wares to the local community.
We have some space still available, so please contact
Caroline Spencer for an entry form and details.
caroline@volis.co.uk
Or Serena Lumley on 01823 451877
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MYSTERY SOLVED
A chance discovery during a tidy-up in St Mary’s Church has
uncovered a forgotten chapter in Kingston’s history.
In the bottom of a cupboard in the vestry, a volunteer came across
what had clearly been a very handsome family Bible with a tooled
leather cover and metal clasp. Inside the rather battered cover
was a beautifully illuminated inscription in gold, blue and red,
which read: “Presented to J.R. Macleay Esq by the poor of
Kingston on his birthday April 15 1877.”
Intriguing. Who was Mr Macleay? What had he done for the poor
of the village to deserve such an expensive gift? How could they
afford to buy such a present?
Members of the KSM History Society decided to investigate and
discovered a touching story of local life more than 140 years ago.
A trawl of online records showed James Robert Macleay was born
in London to wealthy parents in 1811 and became a civil servant in
the Foreign Office. In 1843 he was appointed Secretary and
Registrar to the British and Portuguese Commission in the Cape of
Good Hope which was charged with suppressing the slave trade.
He returned to London from South Africa in 1858 and after his
retirement from the Civil Service he came to live at Tetton House.
His choice may have been influenced by the fact that one of the
Commissioners in the Cape of Good Hope was a member of the
Surtees family who lived at Tainfield.
Whatever his reasoning, Mr Macleay and his wife entered fully into
life in the parish and were generous benefactors to a number of
local projects including the restoration of the church, including
reroofing the north aisle. They also arranged sports days, village
teas and outings for the children of the local school using farm
wagons.
The local newspaper reported that 93 poor families had subscribed
towards the Bible. At the presentation “hearty cheers were given
for Mr and Mrs Macleay and family after which all present received
a bountiful supply of bread, meat and beer.” However, census
records show the Macleay family was back living in London by
1881. He died there in 1892. The presentation bible was returned
to the village by the executors of his unmarried daughter Amelia
who died in Kent in 1918. It has now been placed in the village
archive.
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If you are interested in local history or have items of interest why
not join the KSM History Society which researches, collects and
preserves documents and other objects relating to the history of
Kingston. Contact:
Ray Stokes on 762417 or raymstokes@tiscali.co.uk for details.

Kingston St Mary Film Night
“Mary Shelley”
Wednesday 24th October at KSM Village Hall
Tickets £6.00 on the door
Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm start
Tea, coffee and a licensed bar selling wine,
beer and cider available
A fact based lavish period drama about the tempestuous romance
between Mary Woollstonecroft Godwin (played by Elle fanning) and
the famous poet Percy Shelley, friend of Lord Byron, which brought
about one of gothic literature’s most influential books - Frankenstein,
which had strong connections with Fyne court and the electrical
experiments of the pioneer Andrew Crosse

Certificate 12a, running time 120 mins
Next film night 23rd November…………
All profits go towards the upkeep of the village hall.

For more details please contact Serena Lumley on 451877
If anyone needs a lift to the village hall then Annie Trolley is
happy to organise this. Please contact her on 451312

26

JUMBLE SALE
Saturday, 13th October
KSM School Hall
2.00pm – 4.00pm
Time to have an Autumn Clean in your house to be ready
for Christmas!!!
We would like your unwanted items, such as cds, dvds,
books, games, toys, clothes, bric-a-brac, linen, etc.
(no broken or electrical items).
Please bring your items between 10.00am and 12.00noon
at the school on Friday 12th and/or Saturday 13th.
If you need help with storage before then, contact Corinne
on 07958 985907.
We are fundraising towards the school's outdoor area!!
The left over items will go to South West Children Hospice
and Bags 2 School.

Meet the Village
Saturday 24th November
KSM Village Hall

10.30am – 12noon
50p to include tea or coffee and biscuits
Paperback exchange - bring a book and take one away

New and old friends always welcome
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In aid of

Exhibition and Sale of
Photographs
by

Richard Baker
Saturday, 13th October 2.00pm to 5.00pm
&
th
Sunday, 14 October 12.00noon to 5.00pm

Kingston St Mary Village Hall
Refreshments
For further information please contact:
01823 451112/451170

TO THE EDITOR
Thank you to everyone who bought damsons from
outside Fulford Grange. Every year any money raised
goes to a charity supported by the Inner Wheel Club of Taunton
Vale. This year £21 has been donated to Himalayan Children to
help fund the education of the two 10 year old girls whom our Club
has sponsored for several years. The charity has an excellent
website - himalayanchildren.co.uk - if you would like to learn more.
any thanks.
Ruth Jenkins
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS
There is no charge for a small advertisement. However, due to limited
space please keep wording to a maximum of 50 words.
A commercial advertisement 1/3 A5 page – may be placed at
a cost of £8.00 at the discretion of, and following discussion with, the Editor.

FOUND– A Hearing Aid
Just outside the Benefice Office in Kingston St Mary.
Contact Benefice Office (details page 2)
LOST
Lost in the K.S.M. Playing Field – a pair of gentlemen’s
glasses in a red case. If found, please leave at 21 Leach’s
Field.
FOR SALE
KSM Village Hall has a cast iron wood burning stove on offer. It
is of medium size and in need of a little TLC. Any donations would
be gratefully received. Contact Andrew Wilcox 451402 to view.
 Large pine and glass wall unit (3 tall doors) - £30. Drinks
cabinet/wall unit in Yew - £30.
01823 451696.
Two sofas in chestnut brown leather. One 3-seat and one 2seat. £50 for both.
Two metal dog crates £15.00 each.
Two medium plastic dog beds £5.00 each.
Submersible Water Pump. Delivery 9000 litres per hour. £15.00
Tel: David or Kate on 01823 451652 kate.ranson@outlook.com
1 large white folding table in 3 sections, 3m x 0.61m wide, very
sturdy. Ideal for fetes and fairs £10.00
2 pasting tables 0.78m x 0.56m (5’10” x 1’10”) £10
1 upright LG vacuum cleaner, 1400W, 12” wide cleaning width,
with Owner’s Manual, seldom used £15.00. Tel 451604
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The Rivertones
Harmony Chorus Variety Show
Don’t miss it – come along and enjoy this packed evening of
entertainment featuring wonderful harmony singing of
Somerset’s fantastic all-male acapella harmony chorus…
plus:

Trio Anglais

and

The Silver Street Band

Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre, Friday 9th November 7.30pm
£12 all tickets: Tacchi-Morris.com

The Box Office 01823 414141

PLANET REPAIR WORKSHOP
Helping your church look after God’s world
Save the Date: 13th October 2018
Oakwood Church Centre
Obridge Road, Taunton, TA2 7PU

A day of information and inspiration that will change the way you think
about the earth. come and find hope for the future.
Enquiries: caroline.pomeroy@bathwells.anglican.org
#PlanetRepairSouthWest
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The Way Forward on Climate Change, a talk by Nikki Jones.
Wednesday 7 November 2018, 7 to 9 pm.
Creative Innovation Centre, Paul Street, Taunton, TA1 3PF.
Nikki’s talk will be about an hour with a break half way through and time for
questions. Drinks are available to purchase. Free Parking available at Marks
and Spencer.
This is a free event, but optional donations towards costs are welcome. You
can book free tickets on the link below or email dixie.darch@btinternet.com
(If you are interested in getting involved locally in environmental groups,
there is a Taunton Transition Town movement and a Taunton based Friends
of the Earth, both of which would welcome new members. )
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-way-forward-on-climate-change-tickets-50027116452

FLORAL Workshop
Come and make an arrangement of seasonal flowers
nestled in a pumpkin with Karen, The Somerset Cut Flower
Garden & Jan, Blooming Acre.
Saturday 27th October 10.00 - 12.30 at Enmore Memorial Hall
£25.00 to include refreshments
Bookings to: flowersfromthequantocks@gmail.com
Or telephone Karen on 07538 451739 or Jan on 01278 671560
FOR YOUR DIARY: Christmas wreath making on Saturday 15th
December at Fyne Court

The Lavender Rooms
Christmas Shopping Evening
Join us for a glass of fizz and an evening of shopping
Thursday, 1st November 5.30pm – 9.00pm
The Bampfylde Hall, Hestercombe Gardens
First 100 people to join us will receive a complimentary gift bag
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